
REPORT FOR THE GENERAL CHAPTER 2023 BY THE SISTERS OF TEMPORARY VOWS.  

 

Our joys and challenges in living and deepening our charism, in our communities and in places of 

our apostolate 

1. The greatest of our joys in our consecrated missionary life is our relationship with Christ. We are 

aware and experience it strongly that our personal and community prayers, encounters with God in 

our everyday life fill us with joy and apostolic zeal. It is in our personal relationship with God and in 

God’s love for us that we find the strength to carry on the mission entrusted to us.  Amidst different 

challenges and difficulties, we remember that the Lord must be in the center of our lives and we 

experience joy of knowing that the Lord is always with us and precedes us wherever we go. God 

desires us and trust us and that is how through the Congregation, we are sent. 

 

2. We experience a lot of joy while collaborating with others. We have many partners with whom we 

collaborate in our mission: starting with God, our communities, our congregation, Missionaries of 

Africa, all the people to whom we are sent and even the whole creation. One of us has the privilege 

of working in a team composed of MSOLA and the Missionaries of Africa in Uganda, another one 

benefits of the presence of associated lay groups, like Lavigerie family, to support our MVA 

activities. Many of us learn to collaborate with other religious congregations or institutions where we 

do our apostolate. We see that when the collaboration is going on well in the community, among the 

sisters first of all, the collaboration with the people outside brings a lot of joy and fruits as well.  

 

3. At the same time collaboration is a challenge. We find that sometimes it is difficult to collaborate in 

our communities, where we have to learn to let go of our own ideas and be open to other points of 

view and ways of doing. While joining other congregations in their projects, we find it challenging 

to adapt ourselves to their ways of doing and viewing the mission. At times, it is hard for us to make 

them hear and understand our suggestions for improvement. It happens that we feel rejected while 

looking for the ways of collaborating with others, especially where we don’t have our own projects.  

 

4. At the level of community living, we experience mutual support and we appreciate sharing at different 

levels. We accept generously different community services like liturgy, kitchen, being community 

bursars, JPIC-ED or MVA community animators… We are grateful for all the help that we receive 

from other sisters in rendering these services.  

 

5. In the same line, we see that currently in our communities we are very few and this makes that one 

sister has to get multiple services to render to the community and do apostolate at the same time. This 

is not that we don't like to have responsibilities and services to render to our congregation but the 

reality is challenging and sometimes it leads into not offering better services as expected.  

 

6. In our everyday life, we live “all to all” expressed especially in learning wholeheartedly the local 

languages of the places wherever we are sent, be it Arabic, Lingala, Swahili, Chichewa, in eating the 

food the people eat like grasshoppers, caterpillars, “long” ocra sauce, in learning their culture. It 

makes us close to them. The local people especially the elder ones appreciate when they discover that 

we are able to communicate with them in their local language. At the same time, knowing better the 

people to whom we are sent, makes us grow in ever greater love for them. 



 

7. Our internationality and interculturality are an important aspect of our charism since the foundation 

of our Congregation. We are sent to a different country than our own. We live in an intercultural 

community. We recognize that our unity in diversity gives us joy and helps us to see our differences 

as blessing. It is a particular strength for us as we often live in multicultural societies, composed of 

different tribes and nationalities. By our mutual respect we become the witnesses and examples that 

living together in harmony is possible despite the differences. This particular example shows us that 

our charism is still relevant and needed in our world today. 

 

8. At the same time, we notice a challenge in some of our communities: the fear of tribalism about 

which we often don’t talk. It affects our relationships in the communities due to different situations 

of wars and intercultural conflicts among our countries of origins and the history which has marked 

us. We feel that history has followed us and we still carry in us unhealed wounds which are in need 

of being taken care of individually and among us in our communities. In some of our communities it 

is difficult to talk and express ourselves about tribes freely due to fear of hurting the other one. This 

is accompanied by the prejudices we have from our regions of origin towards other tribes and 

sometimes it leads into failing to live in peace with a sister from this country or the other. It has been 

a challenge and at the same time a call to walk together in a reconciled and transformed way of living 

which will require from us really a personal conversion. 

 

 

9. Another aspect of our living that gives us joy is caring for our family spirit by discovering our 

congregational history ever more. We feel enriched by many opportunities that we have to learn about 

our founder Cardinal Lavigerie, Mother Marie Salome, to discover their writings, their thoughts and 

their recommendations for our missionary life. In the places of our mission, we have the privilege to 

hear about wonderful life testimonies of our sisters who preceded us, we are happy to be able to walk 

in their footsteps. Different interactions we have with our elderly sisters, be it in the communities or 

through online encounters and emails, and especially their prayer help us to grow in sense of 

belonging and encourage us in our mission. 

 

10. One of the challenges in the mission is the difficulty in finding an apostolate after we leave noviciate. 

In some communities, it seems very hard, even there where we have our own projects. After struggle, 

we get an apostolate of 2 or 3 hours per day and we need to combine the work in different places. At 

other moments we feel that we are not formed or prepared well enough for the apostolate or services 

entrusted to us.  

 

11. At the level of community living, we notice that in some of our communities we do not take time to 

know each other better. This leads into comparisons of young sisters with other sisters for example 

in our way of rendering different services. Sometimes we feel underestimated when we get comments 

like “the young sisters don't have experience to be entrusted with big responsibilities” and other times 

we are not listened to when we give our opinions and ideas on some decisions. 

 

12. Many of us are bursars of the communities. We are grateful for this responsibility entrusted to us. It 

is an invitation to be responsible for the common good of our congregation with integrity, clarity and 

honesty. However, we have a challenge of collaboration sometimes in our communities for example 



our sisters who do not give the accounts on time. Others buy things which are not needed and 

exaggerate in doing shopping. The expenses of some sisters are not so clear and when we try to ask 

in order to have some clarification the sisters feel uncomfortable and followed behind. 

 

13. It is our joy to have the opportunity to be initiators in different places of our mission. We see it as an 

occasion to “give birth to a new creation” and to use our creativity with courage. We are happy in 

some of our areas of our apostolates when we make efforts and work with different groups of women, 

young people and children to initiate them to do manual works which help them to be autonomous 

and independent. However, we recognize the need of being first initiated into an apostolate or a 

service by our elder sisters. At times, encountering their unwillingness to share with us their 

knowledge and experience is for us a challenge that can lead to discouragement, serious mistakes and 

lack of continuity in given activity. 

 

14. Where we do apostolate, we collaborate with different people, lay people and consecrated people. At 

times we face challenges from their side for example stealing, telling lies/cheating in order to gain 

more. There are those who encourage us to do like them but knowing the values of our consecrated 

life as MSOLA and as Christians we have been called to do discernment each time we have 

encountered such situation. We fall into discouragement when we realize that even some of the 

religious are involved in stealing things from the centers especially the donations brought for children 

or the needy. 

 

15. We have the joy of working with women in different apostolates and mostly seeing them taking up 

what we share with them to improve their lives and the lives of their families has been our greatest 

joy. While working with women we do not only concentrate on activities but take time to listen to 

them, the challenges and difficulties they undergo. We open our eyes, ears and hearts to know the 

pains and sufferings they go through. We feel encouraged to take more time and continue working 

with women to give them hope, joy and support so that our society may be transformed to respect 

women and to offer them justice and rights required. 

 

16. One of our greatest joys is also the formation we receive and we are very grateful to our congregation 

for the sacrifices made by our different sisters and leaders in different houses of formation and 

communities with temporary vowed sisters. We are who we are today because of what we have 

received and continue to receive, our way of praying, deepening our charism and the mission we are 

engaged in, all this invites us to live with conviction the call to be “Bearers of hope, to listen to the 

voice of the Spirit, and to move forward together towards the peripheries”. And this call is what opens 

our hearts towards the ‘‘The transforming love of the Risen Lord which calls us to walk together 

without fear, to deepen our charism by collaborating with others and to widen our tent by giving birth 

to the new creation’’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


