Witness of Sr. Carol Garcia Murillo— MSOLA

It is more than a gift to be gathered here with you sharing these days. | thank the Lord and

each one of you for inviting me. | know it will be an unforgettable week.

Each one of you
knows that my
vocation is very
different from the
one I dreamt;
however, here | am.
Do you know why?
Because never, even
when | was seriously
sick and | decided to
leave you, | have
stopped feeling
inside me the
charisma of our
religious family, the
charisma of the
Missionary Sisters of
Our Lady of Africa.

I chose you
because of your
presence in Africa
and because vyou
lived in international
communities  very
committed to
interculturalism and

interreligious
dialogue. My
situation, my setting, my reality... have changed and everything is different. And, clinging to an
environment in which a variety of cultural wealth abounds, committed to continuing to share
the Gospel message, | feel that each one of you accompanies me in this, "my international
community": the place where today | carry out my pastoral work in my parish and in my town.
What an endearing mixture of traditions, customs, religions... What an opportunity to bear
witness and to be able to embrace Muslims and Christians, as true brothers and sisters. So, can
you see how the reason why | chose you is still alive? It keeps me full of hope that people around
me understand and live that they are missionaries, too; that they experience that "God'’s
Kingdom is now and here" and that wherever we are, this is our mission land; there is no need
to go far.



As | read more and more and pray with our Constitutions, there are three numbers that
continue to resonate inside me as they did the first day, | prayed with them during my Novitiate.
They are the “structure” that holds me firm, even in my moments of extreme physical weakness.
Not being able to live in community, these numbers of the Constitutions make me feel deeply
united to each of you:

N2 5: "Be apostles, be nothing but apostles".

N2 47: The Eucharist is at the center of our lives.

N2 56: It is our love for Christ and for Africa which unites us in a common vocation.
N2 5: “BE APOSTLES, BE NOTHING BUT APOSTLES”

Involved among children, young people, adults and the elderly, the words of our founder, "be
apostle, nothing but
apostles", helped me
to realize of the deep
desire of God’s
consolation that | can
perceive  in my
environment.

I have always
admired the witness
of some of our
elderly  Sisters. |
wonder if, when |
reached their age,
our young ones will
also notice the same
in me. Will mine be
the journey of a
worthy apostle? My
current mission with
the elderly (in their
homes and in the
Care Homes), those
from whom we have
received the gift of
faith, is much more
than enriching and
endearing. They ask

me with great
interest how | live my apostolate and what it means for me to follow Jesus Christ. | feel cared
for them and | consider each one of them as great references. They are so precious and full of
wisdom, like a treasure that | do not appreciate enough.



The moments | live with them push me to propose a dream to you, a dream which is also fruit
of my mission and prayer: Could | "travel" virtually and meet with our communities, to be able
to share with our elderly Sisters how do we live today the desire to be "nothing but apostles"?

N2 47: THE EUCHARIST IS AT THE CENTER OF OUR LIVES

It is the same Spirit that accompanied Jesus all his life, which has accompanied me to be in
complete and deep union with his
Father. When | feel most
vulnerable and only God’s
presence calms me and gives
meaning to everything | live, it is
when He comes to meet me to let
me know that this is how He wants
me: united to Him through the
Eucharist, being in communion
with the mission and with each one
| of you: the same communion for
i which our founder Charles

: . — Lavigerie and the first Superior
General Marie-Salomé gave themselves without limits to God’s love and his message of
salvation.

| love everything | can do, especially when | see and feel that Africa’s presence, today, is
represented all over the world. | should continue my way so attentive to understand what is our
Lord asking me every moment. If | don’t live in communion with Him, no matter how much good
will | have; | can do nothing. It would be absurd, because | am not able to do anything without
his continuous presence.

N2 56: IT IS OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST AND FOR AFRICA WHICH UNITES US IN A COMMON
VOCATION

It is thanks to this Constitution that | feel especially united to each one of you. The fact of
remaining at home belonging to a community of reference, in which | am lucky to be able to
pray and feel so close, push me to listen to Jesus with special attention. | realize that | am
discovering and living some scenes of the Gospel with more eloquence. The transforming love
of the Risen Lord calls me and Jesus speaks to me, as usual, but as | had never understood Him
before:

¢ In the Beatitudes, totally immersed contemplating and praying the scene very carefully, | can
see them, hear them and caress them through the streets of my town: each one has a name,
family name and a personal story.

e Jesus' visit to Marta and Mary's house invites me to discern how should be my life right now:
a balance between knowing how to serve and love in action, (when my health allows) and
between the contemplation of the mystery of Christ that offers my daily prayer, the source of
life.



e In this endearing hug, from which
springs infinite mercy when the lost
son, the prodigal son, comes back
home, | can also imagine and feel
there the tenderness of Mary,
Mother of God and Our Mother. She
is not named in this Gospel, nor in
many others, but it is not necessary:
She is there and also melts in that
healing hug, between father and son,
which radiates and transmits the
essence of the Gospel: tenderness,

fidelity, forgiveness and pure love.

¢ In the midst of the world we live in and despite the noise and the crowds that surround us, |
would like to be able to desire to touch the mantle of Jesus with the same faith and discretion
that woman did: the one who suffered of bleeding. Like her, | try to look carefully at the face of
Jesus, showing him all my weaknesses that | need to strengthen and to take care of.

| feel a big responsibility and it is a great challenge to be one of you, not living physically
together. For me it is a mystery and mysteries cannot be understood, but we can enter into
them asking Jesus to accompany us. For this reason | try that He (The transforming love of the
Risen Lord) and our charisma can be the center of everything | live fully with my family, with all
women, men and children who surround me in my pastoral tasks. | know there will be easier
moments and difficult ones; however, if I live this fully and firmly, this way of belonging to you
will be successful and bear fruit. If | forget or do not take care of the center that sustains my
vocation, everything will wobble and collapse.

It is a reality that the number of vocations is decreasing and that the churches are becoming
emptier day by day. But honestly, | don't care. The number is not the most important thing, but
what it is essential is the true vocation and the essence which invades each Sister.

What really worries me is:
1. Let our charisma die.
2. That the Eucharist ceases to be celebrated.

However, if we feel and renew daily God’s call and if we allow ourselves to be accompanied by
the zeal and fidelity of our founder and our first Superior General, | know that these things will
not happen.

When | gave myself to the Lord | did it with all the consequences. | wanted to travel, get to know
Africa and the world and, now, | "travel" through prayer, without moving from home, always
from the same place, but in deep communion with Him and you.



Carol Garcia Murillo

| feel more than lucky to belong to you
and | appreciate this possibility of
belonging, you cannot imagine how
much. We are giving a deep witness as
a religious family, in our Church and in
the world. Many things have
happened to me and | have
experienced over the vyears that
everything is fleeting and ephemeral,
but only God remains. For Him and
being one more of you, | want to stay
here forever.



