
1879: The 2nd caravan of the missionaries ar-
rives in Tabora. 

 

Letter to Leopold II, king of Belgium (8th No-
vember 1889) 

 

Among the Muslims, slavery has a character of 
gentleness, and I dare to say it, of family, which re-
sembles neither the horrors of the slavery of blacks 
in the interior of Africa, nor even those seen in the 
colonies of America just a few years ago. Among the 
colonists of the New World, slavery was hard, some-
times ferocious. In the families of the Ottoman Em-
pire, it has quite another character which it holds 
from the prescriptions themselves of the Koran and 
of its principal commentators. Thus, one often sees 
slaves not wanting to leave their masters, even 
when they can, as in Algeria or Tunisia. Their work is 
moderate, their treatment less severe than it is for 
the workers in most of the towns of Europe; the at-
tachment between masters and slaves greater than 
in other regions; marriage, legal adoption, between 
masters and servants frequent. 

But although slavery may be gentle and tolera-
ble among the Muslims, at least in the Turkish Em-
pire and in Egypt, for the same could not be said of 
the Sudan and Morocco, it is certain that it gives rise 
in Africa to cruelties and horrors without name by 
maintaining trafficking and manhunt. The existence 
of slavery is recognized by Mohammed but only for 
captives taken in war. Mohammed directs that slaves 
be well treated and recommends the setting free of 
slaves as an act especially pleasing to God. The Koran 
does not approve the separation of husband from 
wife, nor children from parents (as happens openly 
in the markets of Morocco). The mutilation of chil-
dren for the harems is a crime against God, against 
human nature and the Koran forbids it. 

The Antislavery Work requires that, in con-
formity with the precise text of the General Act of 
Berlin, help and protection should always be given, 
by the Powers, to the works it undertakes and to the 
personnel it employs, whatever their nationality or 
character, religious, scientific, or charitable, to 
achieve the abolition of slavery and, later, the resto-
ration of a regular social order in the interior of Afri-
ca. 

I myself and the Work appeal not only to faith 
but we address ourselves to reason, to justice, to 
respect, to the love of freedom “this supreme good 
of man” as Leo XIII said (Encyclical “In Plurimis”, 5 
May 1888, to the bishops of Brazil on the abolition of 
slavery in their country). “I am a man, and nothing of 
what is human is foreign to me.” Injustice towards 
other men revolts my heart, the oppression, the cru-
elty against such a great number of my fellow be-
ings; what I would like done to restore to me free-
dom, honour, the sacred goods of family, I want 
them done to restore to the sons of this unfortunate 
Africa. 

Our Work, by offering each one the means, 
while serving the honour and the interests of his 
own country, at the same time to serve those of all 
humanity. (In addition to money, volunteers are 
needed but) “I hasten to say it, however, this cru-
sade cannot and must not be other than a peaceful 
crusade. It is not a matter of organizing a ragtag 
armed expedition to make a conquest or engage in 
battles; force is needed, soldiers are needed not to 
engage in combats but only to maintain order, to 
prohibit brigands from using arms, to block the route 
of slave caravans. If I had dared the word, from the 
very first day, it is a sacred police force that I would 
have requested for the interior of Africa…” 

A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE                 18 NOVEMBER / 24 


