
1869: Lavigerie decides to open a postulancy 
of Brothers in Chassagne (Ardèche). He also opened 
a postulate of the Sisters in Vans (France). 

1892: Lavigerie's coffin is carried in procession 
to the great basilica where the Requiem Mass takes 
place. 

 

Letter to Father Deguerry superior in Jerusa-
lem (8 November 1885) 

 

My dear Friend, 

I had been waiting for a long time for your an-
swer and did not know how to explain this long si-
lence. I finally received it. But if it is pleasing to me, 
since it brings me good news of you, it does not help 
me much for the rest. I will take up one by one the 
questions that you are dealing with: 

1st and 2nd - Concerning the expenses to be 
incurred for the acquisition of houses in front of 
Saint-Anne’s and the Probatic Pool, I am enclosing 
the letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs an-
nouncing the allowance intended to cover half of the 
purchase price, but only up to a maximum of twenty 
thousand francs. You will comply with this letter, and 
as soon as the acquisition is finalised, you will let me 
know the figure for the payment of which, moreo-
ver, I give you authorization now, [the money] to be 
drawn in due course from Mr. Tournier. 

3° - As for the Credo, since there is nothing left 
of the old sanctuary, which is in one way unfortunate 
and in another [way not], I will bring a complete plan 
when I go to Jerusalem, if I can go there next year: 
this is, in fact, once again becoming doubtful. We 
have had cholera in Tunis for about a month now, 
but it is a shameful cholera that lies hidden but does 
not break out. So far, the number of cases has never 
been over sixteen in one day, and the highest death 
toll has been eleven.  

All of this is almost exclusively among the 
Jews, because there have been only four or five Eu-
ropeans and as many Muslims affected. But those 
who have long experience of the country, such as 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, the Capuchin Fathers and 
the long established families, are unanimous in 
affirming that in the case of the two previous epi-
demics cholera began in the same period [of the 
year] and in the same way, but that it dragged on 
throughout the winter or even seemed to lie 

dormant for weeks on end. Then, in the spring, it 
developed strongly and became terrible during the 
summer, when it carried oof up to a thousand peo-
ple a day, and this time without distinction of nation-
ality. 

If all this happens, it is impossible, you will un-
derstand, for me to be absent, especially with the 
terror that is already taking hold of the population, 
mainly the Jews, the Maltese and the Sicilians. If I do 
not come, I shall at least send you my plans with my 
instructions for the Credo. 4 - I say the same with 
regard to St. Anne's, about which I am keeping the 
information you give. 5 - As for the investment of 
funds, I am determined not to carry it out below at 
least 8%. But as I see that you do not find anything of 
this kind in town houses or gardens, I ask you to 
carefully study the investment of funds on mortgag-
es in Palestine. First, see what conditions are neces-
sary to ensure that the investments are absolutely 
free from any possibility of loss, or, as the business-
people say, that these investments are absolutely 
safe (de tout repos). From what I can see from the 
operations of the bankers in Jerusalem, it seems to 
me that the interest rate must be very high and thus 
would satisfactorily meet my programme [of invest-
ments]. 

As for buying properties to wait for the in-
crease in value, I will only be able to do so if the mis-
sion appeals undertaken in America by Father Vignon 
accompanied by Mr. Naulaerts, vicar of Medea, put 
considerable resources into our hands. But so far, 
they have not started. Father Vignon, after having 
offered himself enthusiastically for this work, is en-
gaged in stupidity after stupidity over there. It is a 
month and a half since he left, but he still has not 
sent anything.  
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