
Circular Letter to the Clergy of Algiers (19 
June 1890) 

 

Reverend Parish Priests, 

It had been my intention, immediately follow-
ing the religious festivities and the Council that we 
have just celebrated in Carthage, to travel to Rome, 
in order to share our African joys with the heart of 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ, and to thank him for the 
paternal encouragement that he had deigned so 
abundantly to show us on these solemn occasions. 

But the very day I was due to embark in Tunis 
for Italy, I received successively from our missions in 
Equatorial Africa news of such great interest that I 
did not hesitate to postpone to much later my in-
tended journey to the tombs of the Holy Apostles, 
and to return among you without delay in order to 
take, together with the Council of the Society of our 
missionaries, the urgent measures that our missions 
on the African Equator require. Our procurator in 
Zanzibar effectively announced to me that after 
some success, soon followed by reversals of fortune, 
despite the efforts of Muslim fanatics who wished to 
take control of Uganda, victory turned definitively to 
king Mwanga who had become a Christian. 

You will remember, Gentlemen and dear col-
laborators, that several months ago, form the 
depths of my solitude in Biskra, I had raised my voice 
appealing to the Christian Powers assembled, 
through their representatives, at the conference in 
Brussels, asking those of them who believed that 
they had the capacity to carry out such an initiative 
to come to the help of the new Christian communi-
ties and to extricate them form the invasion of the 
Muslims who dominate the Upper Nile. It is true that 
we lack the precise details that could instruct us on 
all that has been done in Uganda since this time. Yet 
there is no doubt that, as our missionaries bear wit-
ness, they obtained for their missions the assistance 
of the English Society of the Great Lakes, in the per-
son of Mr Stockes who in successive expeditions had 
brought them provisions, and before that the help of 
Emin Pacha and Stanley who had brought back to 
the Coast one of our Pro-Vicars, Very Reverend Fa-
ther Girault, and one of our German missionaries, 
Father Schynse, whom Emin Pacha has since brought 
back again into the interior. Dr Peters also has just 
given support to Monsignor Livinhac. 

Thanks to this help from different quarters, 
our missionaries have been able to re-establish in 
part our disturbed operations, but the number of 
these missionaries has been diminished by all the 
catastrophes that have befallen them: fatigue, sick-

ness, persecution, death; Provision has to be made 
to replace them. For this purpose, two appeals have 
been addressed to me at the same time. One came 
from Mgr Livinhac who, on the point of leaving his 
mission to take over the responsibility of Vicar Gen-
eral of our Missionaries, to which position he had 
been elected, last September, by the Chapter of 
their Society, cried out in distress on behalf of the 
poor people he had now to abandon, and asked us, 
insistently, for new missionaries who alone would be 
able to save these nascent Christian communities.  
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