
1841: Lavigerie travels from Bayonne to Paris.  
He was welcomed by the family of his maternal aunt: 
Louise Elise Latrilhe married to Bernard Romain Ju-
lien. 

1860: Lavigerie's father, Leon Phillippe, died at 
the age of 65 in his presence. 

1868: Opening of the Arab junior seminary in St 
Eugene. It is transferred to St Laurent d'Olt in No-
vember 1874. It is suppressed in 1882. 

1869: End of the first novitiate. Of the 10 clerics 
and 3 brothers, only 4 clerics remained. 

1869: Opening of the novitiate of the Agricul-
tural Brothers at the Roustan House. 

 

Presentation and Description of the Society of 
the Missionaries of Africa (24th September 1871) 

 

Three years ago, this little society was founded 
in Algiers with the approval and authority of His 
Grace the Apostolic Delegate of the Missions of the 
Sahara and the Sudan. As its name implies, it is in-
tended to bring the light of the Gospel to the im-
mense continent, which, until today, has remained 
almost inaccessible to the zeal of the apostolate. The 
Missionaries of Africa live in community, but they do 
not take Religious Vows at all. Like the priests of the 
Foreign Missions, they are secular Missionaries, unit-
ed by the ties of a single government and rule, sub-
mitted to the authority of a single Superior and tak-
ing an Oath to consecrate themselves to the Mission, 
as is done in Rome by the Missionaries.  

Although the seminary of the Society is set up 
in Algiers, it is not however a diocesan institution. 
The priests who come from it cannot be employed in 
the ordinary tasks of sacred ministry. They are spe-
cially charged with the Mission to the local inhabit-
ants, in the whole expanse of north and central Afri-
ca where Local Ordinaries call them. For this, they 
must go where their Superiors send them. 

The mission entrusted to them is poor, hard, 
difficult and the most desolate in the world. It offers 
to those who devote themselves to it only hardships 
of all kinds and often, perhaps especially in the be-
ginning, martyrdom, for on several of the points they 
need to evangelise, the people are fiercely fanatical. 
For this reason, the Mission of Africa can only tempt 
those to whom Our Lord himself has given a taste 

for the truly fruitful words of the apostolate, ‘If any-
one wishes to be my disciple, let him renounce him-
self, take up his cross daily and follow me.’ 

However, at this price, a great inner joy is re-
served to Missionaries. It is to attempt at least and 
perhaps to succeed in a task that up to now has pre-
sented insurmountable obstacles. It is to overthrow 
the barriers that Islam and barbarism oppose to the 
Church in Africa and to truth.  Our little emerging 
society therefore appeals to the generous zeal of 
priests and seminarians of France who wish to give 
themselves completely to God and God alone in the 
service of the most abandoned souls. It is for those 
who are not self-seeking, but who desire to suffer 
and die for God! 

Quite providential circumstances have given us 
the means to unite and prepare the work of the Mis-
sion. A degree of facility has surfaced for us from the 
latest events that troubled Algeria and that had 
seemed, by contrast, to make our enterprise impos-
sible!  What we lack are workers, good apostolic 
workers, for the harvest is great and we are still very 
few. If any of those reading these lines felt a spark of 
the apostolate ignite in him, ready to give up every-
thing, and if he wanted to know a little more in detail 
about our rules and the works to which we devote 
ourselves, we believe that we could expose here the 
following extract from our Constitutions, approved 
by His Grace the Apostolic Delegate and printed in 
Algiers.  

Here follow long extracts from the Constitu-
tions, already quoted previously. These extracts re-
state the different types of apostolates of the mis-
sionaries, the rules of life and prayer in common. The 
whole document finishes with the following conclu-
sion: in a few words, such is the perspective of the 
apostolic works of our Society. Its first rule is to con-
form in all areas to the doctrines, direction and 
slightest desires of the Holy See. It is to this life of 
poverty, dangers, trials of all sorts and martyrdom, if 
obliged, that we dare to invite our brothers of 
France to whom God utters the call of grace in the 
depth of their hearts! Already trained priests, young 
major seminarians (Levites), we will welcome all 
those who would like to become working compan-
ions, where we have nothing to offer them of what 
the world is seeking.  
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