
1883: After the closure of St Joseph in Tabora, 
St Joseph in Kipalapala is opened. The station is 
closed on 9 July 1889. It is rebuilt in 1900. 

 

Report to the Congregation for the Propagan-
da of the Faith (17th September 1880) 

 

Your Eminence, 

It is my duty to convey to Your Excellency the 
precise information I have recently received from 
our two missions in Equatorial Africa. I do this all the 
more readily since certain Protestant journalists have 
been spreading some alarming news about these 
two missions in recent days. Discounting the set-
backs which occurred to our last caravan, the one 
which left in June 1879, setbacks which are bound to 
happen on such long and dangerous journeys, the 
news which has reached us, both from Lake Tangan-
yika and from Lake Nyanza, is excellent. 

At Lake Tanganyika, our Fathers, under the 
leadership of Father Deniaud, are becoming firmly 
established in their mission. They have won the good 
will not only of the Negroes but, what is still more 
difficult to achieve, that of the slave merchants who 
are of Arab origin. They are building up their orphan-
ages of young Negroes. They also regularly keep in 
touch and maintain good relations with the mem-
bers of the expedition from the Belgian Geograph-
ical Society. In short, they are in good health; not 
one of them has died since they reached the shores 
of Lake Tanganyika, which proves that the climate is 
not as deadly to Europeans as people have claimed. 
As for Uganda, the last mail received from Zanzibar 
contained many letters from Father Livinhac and the 
other missionaries under his command, as well as 
the complete journal of the Mission. 

It is clear from these letters that the rumours 
started by the Protestant missionaries about King 
Mutesa’s personal hostility to our missionaries and 
the dangers to which this hostility would expose 
them are quite without foundation. Our Fathers have 
not been in danger. Their health is excellent. It is true 

that King Mutesa remains steeped in his supersti-
tions and clings to the practice of polygamy which 
neither he nor the nobles of his court wish to aban-
don. But he allows the Catholic faith to be preached 
quite freely. This preaching has already borne fruit. 
On Holy Saturday this year, March 27th, Father Livin-
hac had the consolation of conferring the sacrament 
of baptism on the first neophytes taught by our mis-
sionaries. A good number of catechumens come for-
ward every day to receive Christian instruction and 
boost the number of this little flock, the first fruits of 
the Catholic harvest in Equatorial Africa. 

As well as instructing the adults, the Fathers 
have started an orphanage and they take in and raise 
Negro children whom they have ransomed from slav-
ery. No-one opposes their work and the king has 
continued to offer them presents almost every day. 
Only one thing is missing, the freedom to travel 
wherever they wish, so as to get to know the differ-
ent peoples of Uganda. King Mutesa insists that they 
remain in the capital. In spite of this, when the mis-
sionaries of the second caravan led by Father Lé-
vesque had arrived at Kadouma, to the south of Lake 
Nyanza, during the month of April, King Mutesa, hav-
ing sent Father Loudel with his own canoes to fetch 
them, at the request of Father Livinhac, allowed this 
Father to take them out of Uganda to a region called 
Ouwaïa on the north-east shore of Lake Victoria 
where they are establishing a second mission sta-
tion. Considering the people of Ouwaïa to be his vas-
sals, Mutesa recommended the Fathers to them as 
his friends and we are hopeful that this second mis-
sion will grow and produce sound fruit.  
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