A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

#) 18 SEPTEMBER / 25

1874: Lavigerie promulgates: 1° the decree of
Praise of the Institute of the Missionaries of Africa; 2°
the text of the "Constitutions and Rules" revised and
corrected.

Report to the Congregation for
the Propaganda of the Faith (17th September 1880)

So, as Your Eminence can see, this is good
news. The only shadow in the picture which the mail
we received last week brought us is news of the
death of Brother Max Blum who a member of Father
Lévesque’s caravan and who was killed between
Tabora and Kadouma on March 27th this year during
a surprise attack on the caravan by highway robbers.
Struck by a spear, this good Brother died almost im-
mediately, resigned to his fate and at peace. He was
a model of all the virtues, being a man of faith, of
hard work, of obedience and of gentleness.

This, Your Eminence, is the summary of the
news we have just received. | should be grateful if
you would pass it on to our Holy Father, the Pope,
asking His Holiness to impart a special blessing on
our third caravan which is being prepared at this
time and which will leave Algiers in October. This car-
avan will contain roughly the same number of mem-
bers as the previous one.

Since the missionaries have started to baptize
their neophytes, | should also like to ask the Holy
Father, while waiting for one of them to be ordained
a bishop, to grant the superior of each mission the
power to give the new Christians the sacrament of
confirmation when they see fit.

Letter to Father Deguerry (14 November 1887)

| doubtless approve of agricultural work and
praise it, because it can free you from begging one
day; but on condition that only Brothers and one or
two Fathers having an aptitude for this kind of work
are designated for it. Yet | believe it is pernicious,, |
repeat, disastrous for the Congregation, that the
Superior himself should be directly involved in it, de-
velops too much taste for it, as is inevitable, and one
day finds himself having, without knowing how, the
ideas, the feelings, the perspectives of a farmer, hat-
ing serious books to the point that one is never seen
in his hand and so foreign to spiritual things that he
can no longer say a single word to his brothers.

From all this | have long concluded, for my
part, that it is necessary to put an end, as soon as
possible, to such a disastrous situation for the Con-
gregation, and | am sure that the most virtuous and
most advanced missionaries in spirituality share my
way of seeing things. However, even if this idea is
[firmly] fixed in my mind, its implementation does
not seem easy to me. How to move and where to
place the Superior and his Council? I am waiting for
Providence to show the way. | had thought of Our
Lady of Africa, but it is too near; Rome or France
would be too far away. But it will certainly be in a
house where there can be no farming and no con-
cern [for farming]. | shall do this, if it is possible for
me, before | die, in the belief that | am fulfilling a du-
ty which, after such experiences, it would be a grave
sin for me to omit.

| have also thought of Carthage, as you rightly
suppose, but I am hindered by the prospect of future
complications and political rivalry. | blushed for you, |
will not hide it from you, on account of several other
reasons you found to deter me from this project.
They are the true result of the mental habits adopted
in Maison-Carrée and show me the extent of the evil
seeing in it the absence of any Christian sentiment, in
a land bathed with the blood of the martyrs and
which evokes such admirable memories.

| finish here, my dear Child, by asking you to
read this letter to Father Viven and Father Féderlen,
but to no one else, whatsoever.

CML 200




