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Letter to the missionaries
(19 September 1885)

4) I would like to speak to you further, my dear
Children, for it seems to me that | am thus compen-
sating myself for the sadness | feel at being kept
away from you at this time by another duty. But I
feel that it is time to end, if only to have sufficient
time to send you this letter before the end of your
exercises. In closing, | want to inform you officially of
a new grace that the good Lord is granting this year
to our little Society and that I, for my part, had long
desired. Saint Ambrose said that in the order of the
supernatural graces of God, everything comes to us
through Mary. It can be said, with the same [degree
of] truth, that in the Church of God all power and
direction comes from Peter. Consequently, the clos-
er we come to the Holy Apostolic See, the more we
receive its inspirations, its guidance; the more we
should feel truth and life increase within us. It was
indeed of Peter and his successors that it was said:
Omnis qui non congregat mecum spargit. That is why |
wanted to impose upon you in the very text of your
rules the obligation to follow as a law not only the
orders and counsels of the Supreme Pontiff, but
even his slightest wishes.

In this regard, my dear Children, | am happy to
announce that | have been able to fulfil my desire
and that of many of you, to have in Rome a house of
your Society and a procurator of your undertakings.
For this purpose, with the approval and blessing of
the Supreme Pontiff, | have obtained the French
church of St. Nicolas-des-Lorrains, with an annual
income of eight thousand francs and sufficient prem-
ises for the housing of a community of six missionar-
ies. In truth, | do not propose to ask your council to
send so many Fathers to a house of this kind. But
one could send there, besides the Procurator Gen-
eral and his assistant, the most distinguished of the

scholastics to follow, as is done in all other religious
orders, the theology courses of the Roman universi-
ties and especially that of Propaganda, to which we
are more directly attached. We would have there for
our scholasticate a nursery for excellent professors.
This is what the Council of your Society will be called
upon to deliberate on and come to a decision later.
For the time being, | only want to urge you to take
advantage of this circumstance to renew your love
for the Holy Apostolic See and your attachment to it.

Farewell, my dear Children, receive once again
the expression of my great regret for not being with
you. But distance cannot diminish my paternal at-
tachment and my desire to see you grow in apostolic
virtues. Do not be angry with me if | have perhaps
upset you through this letter by telling you frankly
my thoughts. | did so only to fulfill my duty to you.
My only wish in appearing before the just judge to
whom | must soon give an account of my administra-
tion is to be able to say to him, as the Saviour said to
his disciples: Pater, quos dedisti mihi, non perdidi
quemquam.

| bless you, my dear Children, in the charity of
the heart of our Lord and in that of our Mother, the
most immaculate Virgin Mary, and | remain your fa-
therin our Lord.
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