
Letter to the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (End of September 1887) 

 

Dear Minister, 

You have done me the honour of asking for 
some information on the institutions founded these 
last years in the interior of Equatorial Africa by the 
Missionaries of Algiers, of which I am the Founder 
and superior. Your Excellency expresses to me, in 
particular, his desire to know what agreements 
would have been made between us and the various 
territorial rulers of these countries and especially of 
the Belgian Congo. 

The Society of the Missionaries of Algiers 
founded its first establishments in Equatorial Africa 
in March 1878. It had been invited to do so by the 
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide, which 
could not find any other religious congregation will-
ing to face the perils and enormous expense of these 
new missions. In principle, there is only one mission 
comprising all the territories of the hinterland, ex-
tending from north to south from the Upper Nile to 
the Zambezi, and from east to west from an imagi-
nary line drawn 400 kilometres from the eastern 
shores of Africa to another line drawn at equal dis-
tance from the western shores.  Two years later, 
these regions were divided into four distinct major 
missions, all four of which were entrusted to the 
same missionaries under my episcopal authority. 

Two of these missions extended from the Cen-
tre to the east coast, but the coast was still entrust-
ed as before to the Holy Ghost Fathers. The centre of 
the first of these two missions was in Uganda, on 
Lake Nyanza, while the centre of the second was 
near Oujiji, on Lake Tanganyika. The other two mis-
sions extended from the centre to the Atlantic coast, 
with a coastal strip of four hundred kilometres re-
maining entrusted to the Holy Ghost Fathers. 

This division predated the international resolu-
tions and arrangements of the treaty of Berlin. Dur-
ing this first period, the Missionaries of Algiers had 
political relations only with the Sultan of Zanzibar 
who gave them all the necessary authorizations and 
recommendations, and with the Negro kings of the 
interior, mainly with Mutesa, king of Uganda. Then 

this prince asked Mgr Livinhac, the superior of the 
mission, to obtain for him the official protectorate of 
France promising in the event of a favourable an-
swer, to send one of his sons with an embassy to our 
country to recognize himself as our vassal. I in-
formed your government of these provisions, but it 
considered it appropriate not to accept Mutesa's 
request. 

After the Congress of Berlin, things changed. 
The same missionary societies that had originally de-
clined the honour of evangelizing the interior of 
Equatorial Africa, asked to be admitted. His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians was the first to express the 
desire to see the missions of the Belgian Congo en-
trusted to the Belgian missionaries of Mongolia and 
to secular priests trained in Louvain, in a seminary 
similar to our seminary of the Foreign Missions.  The 
Holy Ghost Fathers, for their part, demanded the 
right to settle in the French Congo. Notwithstanding 
the hurtful nature of such a request, for the sake of 
peace and also because the immense territories en-
trusted to our missionaries were far too vast to be 
evangelized by them [alone], I believed that we had 
to accommodate both the French congregation of 
the Holy Spirit and the King of the Belgians. 

The first obtained from me a declaration that 
allowed them to settle, with the approval of the Holy 
See, throughout the French Congo. With His Majesty 
King Leopold II, an agreement was reached whereby 
the Congregation of the Belgian Missions would 
henceforth serve the regions from the sea to Stanley
-Falls, and the Missionaries of Algiers would continue 
to occupy alone the region between Stanley-Falls 
and Lake Tanganyika.  
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