A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

21 OCTOBER / 25

Letter to the cardinal prefect of the congrega-
tion for the Propaganda (21st October 1882)

Your Eminence,

Eight days before receiving your Eminence’s
reply concerning Mr Richard Howley, | received from
this same clergyman a letter in which he informed
me that he had found a more advantageous post
than the one he considered accepting at the Catholic
school in Tunis. | am sorry about this, as | should
have liked him to know of the recommendation your
Eminence gave me in his favour.

Since | have the honour of writing to you to-
day, | shall add a few lines concerning the progress
of the Mission in Tunisia; | think you will find them of
interest.

On Sunday the 15th of this month, the opening
of the major seminary of Tunisia took place. It is lo-
cated in Carthage and has five priests from the Socie-
ty of the Missionaries of Algiers as its directors. On
the first day, there were seventeen pupils. They be-
long to several dioceses in France, especially Corsica,
due to the need for them to speak Italian, in order to
carry out their sacred ministry in Tunisia. We had to
put up quite a fight with the atheist schools which
the freemasons are seeking to establish in this coun-
try. Our expenses have also been considerable,
amounting to about 300,000 francs. At least the mis-
sionary Fathers who share in the running of this
school have had the satisfaction of seeing their
efforts crowned with success. As soon as the school
opened, it was full and it is impossible today to take
in one boarder more.

This, of course, infuriates the freemasons who
are all-powerful here; but it also delights all Catholic
hearts. Such eagerness augurs well for the future.
We must start thinking straight away of building
again and doubling the existing buildings. With the
mass of immigrants, poor immigrants, arriving, the
number of sick has increased markedly. Since there is
no civil hospital big enough, the lie somewhat aban-
doned in every part of town. To care for them at
home, | have recently invited the French Sisters of
the community of Good Help of Troyes. They arrived
on the last boat but one.

Instructions for the Institute for Young
Negroes in Malta (November 1880)

On the Institute’s importance - This im-
portance is such that a part of the future of the Soci-
ety and its missions depend on it. It is indeed very
difficult to send into the African Interior a sufficient
number of missionaries. From now on, their number
must be supplemented by young Negroes who are
trained in all the virtues of the apostolate and be ca-
pable of assisting them effectively after the educa-
tion they have received. It is with this aim that the
Apostolic Institute for Young Negroes has been
founded. It is therefore in this institute that the ulti-
mate fate of the African missions lies. This thought
will instil a sacred zeal in the Fathers responsible for
bringing about such a considerable task.

They will take all the means that faith can in-
spire them with so as to transform these pagan chil-
dren and make of them not only Christians, but real
apostles. Through their words, their example,
through religious instruction ceaselessly repeated,
through wisely integrated pious devotions, they will
one day make of this what they are to be, namely
religious initiators who will win over the poor African
population. What greater, more worthy mission to
stir the holy fervour of the Fathers to whom it is en-
trusted than this one! But what a terrible responsibil-
ity also if, by any fault of theirs, these children end
up being incapable of carrying out the mission for
which they are destined. The training of the children
attending this minor seminary will leave nothing to
be desired, if they are well guided in the spirit of the
task ahead of them.

Their spirit is like a piece of hot wax, still soft,
in which it will be easy to scratch all the impressions
required. These hasty considerations are enough to
show the importance of the task entrusted to the
missionaries who run the apostolic institute for
young Negroes. It is undoubtedly one of those tasks
from which the most fruitful results for the mission
will come.
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