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Speech for the Consecration of the Chapel at 
Maison-Carrée (29th October1874) 

 

Have you not had your share of these insults 
and slanders, which we always met with forgiveness 
and silence? We left it to time and the outcome of 
our works, to the opinion of right-thinking people, to 
this day itself, when they surround us in such great 
numbers, the concern to validate us. Moreover, we 
find in our consciences the power required to endure 
to the end, if necessary, the injustice of men, while 
waiting for the just judgement of God. 

However, to entrust you profitably with our 
Works, in the conditions that Canon and Civil Law 
allowed us to ensure their permanence, you needed 
firstly to organise yourselves once and for all. This is 
what you have just done over the last few days. Only 
just arrived in Algiers, I summoned you in the Gen-
eral Chapter. After having approved the Constitu-
tions and Rules that I gave you and that you ob-
served for three years under the guidance of venera-
ble masters, I erected you in a Diocesan Congrega-
tion and called you to elect yourselves, according to 
law, those who would govern you. 

From now on, you have a special leader freely 
chosen by you, whose name and bloodline, by re-
calling to you one of the most illustrious martyrs that 
the clergy of France had given, in these last few 
wretched years, to religion, to the homeland, to the 
Society, similarly threatened by irreligious hordes, 
would be enough to remind you of your commit-
ment to God. Beside him, you placed Councillors full 
of wisdom. You yourselves encircle him with your 
already abundant dedication, for having begun with 
only two or three less than six years ago, in the poor 
house at El-Biar, which was your cradle, I see before 
me today, in your ranks, almost fifty priests. 

Now, when I consider this sanctuary, this 
house, which is your Mother House, the buildings 

that surround it, I tell myself that five years ago, on a 
day like this, there was neither tree nor stone here. 
You did all this, in a country and at a time when reli-
gion and the Church was confronted with such furi-
ous opponents. My dear Sons, I cannot but 
acknowledge the protection of God and glorify him 
with you! Give thanks to him, since it is to him that 
you owe your existence and are constituted in a per-
manent way.   However, I myself do not owe him the 
least gratitude for having enabled me to put into 
your hands the burden that weighed down my en-
feebled hands. 

Three days ago, I was able to deliver to the 
Council of your new Superiors, constituted in a civil 
Society, not only the legal property, but also the per-
manent and absolute administration of all the prop-
erty bought by me, over five years, to found and en-
dow our Works. I was quite happy to hand over this 
property to them, completely free of any charges 
and any debt. I added to it all that remained of the 
funds that charity had confided to the Archdiocese 
of Algiers for the same purpose. In return, you have 
agreed to continue, to develop and even multiply, if 
possible, the Works begun. I can now die in peace. 
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