A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

27 OCTOBER / 25

1870: Lavigerie orders prayers for the pope
imprisoned in the Vatican since the annexation of
Rome to Italy on October 4, 1870.

Letter to Father Livinhac and to the missionar-
ies of Nyanza (18th October 1880)

| congratulate you for what you have already
done and in particular for having had the good idea
of establishing a second mission post outside the
territories of King Mutesa. One must, in fact, foresee
the time when this prince ceases to show you fa-
vour. With regard to him especially, | recommend
you read what | have written in the Instructions, a
copy of which I send with this letter, concerning Afri-
can chiefs and how important it is not to impose on
them, as a condition for baptism, commitments
which they would not be able to honour. Be content
with making them postulants or catechumens and
wait for the moment of grace to arrive, which will
nearly always be the time of their death.

I did not always like those debates of Father
Lourdel’s at Mutesa’s court. This is the exact oppo-
site of what | had advised and what | reminded you
of again just now, namely that you avoid contacts
with Protestant missionaries. Nothing good can
come of this for the Negroes, nor for you. These
Protestant ministers from Uganda are having you
defamed by all the Protestant newspapers in Europe
and are exposing you, without good reason, to the
hostility and the malicious conduct of all the
Protestant missions in Africa, who had previously
been so full of courtesy towards you and our mis-
sionaries.

Could you not try to establish some regular
contacts with Khartoum? We wanted to send the
caravan which is going to leave via Egypt. We have
dropped this plan due to the fact that the Tanganyka
caravan has been almost completely wiped out. We

are sending reinforcements and at the same time
we are looking again at the possibility of setting up
an intermediary mission station between the coast
and Tabora which will link your two missions with
Zanzibar. We are setting it up at the border of the
Ugogo. Mr Sergére will reside at Tabora from now
on and since the Geographical Society are preparing
to set up stations in Ussagara and between Tabora
and Lakes, you will find yourselves linked up to Zan-
zibar, on this side, as if by a continuous chain. But it
is through Egypt that we must attempt to find a
way. Try to find some resourceful Negroes who
might be willing to travel to Khartoum with your
letters. If you succeed, perhaps later on you will find
Khartoum a better place to stock up in than Tabora.

Farewell, my dear Sons. | bless you all, from
far away, with paternal tenderness. | pray that you
might grow in virtue and that your apostolic tasks
might flourish. | remain, once again, your Father in
Christ Our Lord.
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