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1874: In the company of the explorer Soleillet,
Fathers Paulmier and Combarieu set off from Lag-
houat southwards, as far as Metlili.

1875: Fr. Livinhac, appointed superior of the 4
stations of Kabylia, settles in Ouadhias

1879: It was decided to send a second caravan.
Lavigerie appointed Fathers Moncet and Ruellan to
go to Paris to take lessons in astronomy, cosmogra-
phy, and natural history, with the aim of being able
to make themselves useful to science in Central Afri-
ca.

Letter to Father Livinhac and the Missionaries
of Nyanza (1st April 1880)

What | am saying for each one individually, |
say also for the community. You must remember
each day (and for this | should like a special exercise
to be added, say, to Morning Prayer) the only im-
portant work is that of the apostolate. The rest is
purely incidental, or perhaps put in a better way, is
only a means to obtaining that sole end. You must
not therefore be too bound up with material things;
with regard to yourselves and to the Africans, you
should only be concerned with these things in as
much as they help you to instil into their minds truth
and the life of grace. | place special insistence on the
constant and serious study of the language of the
local population, conducted with this aim in mind.
Your former Rule held that the vocation of novices
would be recognized by this particular sign, that they
should be keen to learn the language of the local
people. This applies all the more so to missionaries.
It is certain that one cannot possibly purport to be
fulfilling one’s solemn duty when one does not use
all one’s resources and all one’s skills to learn a lan-
guage which is the essential instrument of the apos-
tolate. But here | am reiterating the contents of the
Instructions | sent you.

| would like to say a word or two about the
setting up of your mission. | do hope that you can
stay in Uganda, but if, for one reason or another, you
were not able to stay there, you would settle around
the lake, in a place you judge to be the most suitable
as | mentioned in the General Instructions. Even if
you do stay in Uganda, | think it would be wise to
split up and find the most favourable spots straight
away. This is what | have already explained to you
previously, indicating Karagoué and Oukéréwé Is-
land. You will have to remain there until the next car-
avan arrives in October. But when that caravan ar-
rives, after taking whatever is destined for the Mis-

sion at Nyanza, especially the auxiliaries, you will
need to think about how to reach the northern end
of the River Congo, in line with the mission | am giv-
ing to Father Aubert.

I think that, in order to meet the wishes of
King Mutesa, you might use some of the auxiliary
workers. Among them, there will be some who will
be useful, particularly the gunsmith, if you find, after
his trial period, that he has the necessary physical
and moral aptitudes. | shall also try to form among
this group a small musical band to play for the King
on their arrival and to entertain him after that during
his leisure time. Father Lourdel maintains that he is in
great need of being entertained.

It is to King Mutesa, before all others, the Rule
not to baptize must be applied, even if he should
insist, because of the polygamy which he would sure-
ly never fully renounce without a miraculous gift of
grace. You will need to explain to explain to him
that, in the Church’s discipline, there are three
grades of Christians: the first is the grade of Postu-
lants; the second is that of Catechumens; and the
third is that of the Faithful. Given that polygamy is
not contrary to natural law, since Moses allowed it, it
would not be right to force this prince to send away
his wives before baptism. It would suffice for him to
know that once baptized he could not keep them
and that, until he has this firm intention in mind, he
cannot receive baptism. He should also know that it
could be given to him on his deathbed and that,
should it happen that it was physically impossible for
him to receive it, his fervent desire would make up
for it.
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