
1871: Lavigerie is arrested by the insurgents at 
the Orléans station in Paris. He was released after an 
interrogation. He returned to Algiers on 9 April. 

 

Letter to Father Deniaud and the Missionaries 
of Tanganyika (1st April 1880) 

 

My dear Sons, 

It gave me great pleasure to learn of the be-
ginnings of your house for young ransomed Ne-
groes. This is work which you must pursue vigorous-
ly: it is the basis and the hope of all the rest. I also 
congratulate you for the enthusiasm and energy you 
have put into visiting the shores of Lake Tanganyika. 
From what you tell me, Urundi seems to be a good 
choice for a mission centre. It is true that I do not 
share your admiration for the housing you have 
made for yourselves. In addition to the instructions, 
Father Moinet will have brought you a new plan for 
the house construction. This is what you should fol-
low, helped by your auxiliaries, so as to make a more 
secure place against attacks, on the one hand, and 
against eye infections on the other. I fully approve of 
the idea of settling near to the Belgians, as I say in 
the instructions accompanying this letter. You will 
then be able, if you wish, to build a small residence 
at Karéma. Seeing how many of you there are, you 
could also build another one at the lake shore. 

But you know that my wish is that you split up 
into groups, so that some of you could go to the re-
gions of Muatayamvo when the next caravan arrives. 
You will then receive my detailed instructions. But I 
really do not want you to waste any time at all. I 
want you to begin straight away to gather infor-
mation about the difficulties and dangers along the 
way. Perhaps you could even make one or two trips 
towards Nyangoué in the Manyéma district so that 
you could see for yourselves. Besides, Nyangoué 
would be a useful point of intersection, not only for 
the future mission of Muatayamvo district but also 
for the one in the northernmost reaches of the Con-
go. 

I received, with great sadness at first and then 
with consolation, the news you sent me about poor 
Father Debaize. I hastened to tell the Minister of Ed-
ucation in France what you did to safeguard the 
equipment of that expedition. Mr Jules Ferry asked 
me to express his deep gratitude to Father Deniaud 
and his confreres. 

While you have given some important infor-
mation about Mr Debaize, allow me to say that I 
think it is meagre. When you get a chance like this to 

tell us of people or of events which are of great in-
terest to everyone in France, do it in a fuller and 
more complete way. On Lake Tanganyika, you do not 
have the excuse, as often happens here, of having to 
dash to catch the post. Make your porters wait a few 
hours more and write to us at greater length.  

What I want to say to you now in this letter, 
my dear Sons, is that the main objective of my pater-
nal concerns for you, and this as much for you as for 
the poor people to whom you are sent, is the spiritu-
al aspect, the soul. 
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