
Letter to Father Deniaud and the missionaries 
of Lake Tanganyika (8th April 1881) 

 

My dear Sons, will you not give me some simi-
lar consolation soon? What are you doing among 
those pagans? You have been there for two years 
and more, and in none of your letters have I even 
once read that you have preached the Gospel or 
taught the catechism to adults, indeed you have 
hardly even instructed the children and of these you 
have only seven! Do you not remember the anathe-
ma Saint Paul pronounced against himself: Woe to 
me if I do not preach the Gospel!  By the depths of 
the Lord’s mercy, I beg you, remember who you are. 
You are missionaries, apostles: you have the strict 
obligation to preach Jesus Christ by your words and 
by your example. I tell you that it is our express wish 
that each of you should devote on average four 
hours each day, that means two hours in the morn-
ing and two hours in the afternoon, exclusively to 
instructing those who come to you. They must un-
derstand that you have come to their country only to 
teach them the way of salvation and that whenever 
they come to you they will receive Christian instruc-
tion. 

As for the children, I also order you to ransom 
a much greater number of them. Given the cost of 
ransoming them and feeding them, the minimum 
number your should have, it seems to me, would be 
fifty for each of your two mission posts; and once 
you have them, you must care for them as best you 
can, especially the more intelligent ones, who will 
later become the Auxiliaries of the Mission. 

I have no doubt that it would be very easy for 
you to find children to ransom by dealing with the 
Arabs. You must know that in Tabora the brother of 
the Governor had offered to provide Father Livinhac 
with as many children as he wanted, if he planned to 
set up in Unyaniembé or Unyamouési an institute 
like the one at Bagamoyo. The Father rightly thought 
that what the Arabs wanted was to get rid of their 
sorry human merchandise since there was no way 
they could sell them at the coast. But it is not for us 
to know what their intentions were. It is quite clear 
that we must seek to be on good terms with the Ar-
abs. I congratulate you for the attitude you have 
adopted towards them and for the results you have 
thereby obtained. Do continue to treat them in this 
way. 

Now, just a few remarks as they come to mind. 
1 – A short time after the third caravan left, I received 
a disturbing message from the king of the Belgians 
warning me that the Arabs of the interior had taken 

great offence at Mr Sergère’s setting up of his mer-
chandise business and at our dealing with him and 
the Indian Sewa, to the exclusion of the Arab mer-
chants. The king informed me that this could bring 
about some serious disadvantages for you and even 
place you in grave danger. He considers that the Ar-
abs, once they see that they have nothing to gain 
from the missionaries and explorers, will resort, ei-
ther overtly or secretly by stirring up the African 
chiefs, to attacking you, and these attacks may be 
violent. He puts the misfortunes suffered by our car-
avans and his down to these reasons. You must care-
fully and accurately check out this information given 
by King Leopold and, if it proves to be well founded, 
you must change the way you are operating and deal 
with the Arabs rather than Mr Sergère, unless, in the 
light of experience, he decides to join forces with 
them. 
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