A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE
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1866: The minister of religious affairs offers
Lavigerie the bishopric of Marseille. He refuses.

Letter to the Bishop of ‘s Heertogenbosch
(Netherlands) (14 August 1889)

Monsignor,

Reverend Father Louail, to whom | had en-
trusted the mission to obtain from your Excellency
permission to open in your diocese a postulate for
Brothers for the African Missions, has apprised me of
the friendly and charitable welcome that you grant-
ed him. He also informed me that you would like to
have from me some particular explanations regard-
ing this subject so that you may have a more com-
plete idea of the institution that we would wish to
found under your pastoral authority. Therefore,
without delay, Monsignor, | would like you to know:

1) That the Brothers’ Postulate that we wish to
set up in your diocese is for receiving, for a trial peri-
od of six months, young Dutchmen who desire to
enter the Society of Missionaries of Algiers in order
to exercise their apostolate as lay-brothers. After
this six-month period, once their vocation has been
seriously discerned by the Fathers directing the
house, who would be three in number, these young
men would be sent directly to the Mother House,
situated in the diocese of Algiers, in order to make
their novitiate and pronounce their vows, after fur-
ther two years of trial. The Congregation of the Mis-
sionaries of Algiers already has a certain number of
Fathers and Brothers belonging to the different dio-
cese of Holland, and generally speaking we could not
be happier with them. This is why we naturally wish
to increase their number.

2) That the material upkeep of the Postulate
will be the complete responsibility of the Society of
Missionaries of Algiers who alone will have to find
the necessary resources.

3) That the construction of the definitive build-
ing would not cost anything to the diocese of ‘s
Heertogenbosch.

4) That the Missionaries will be subject, follow-
ing the terms of canon law, within the Postulate
House to the regulations established in the diocese. |
dare to hope, Monsignor, that these explanations
and assurances will appear sufficient to you, so that
consequently you may grant my representative, Rev-
erend Father Louail, the authorization to open Pos-
tulate in your diocese, first at Jachtlus-les Boxtel, in a
rented house, and then on lands that Mr Cramer pro-
poses to donate to us.

Before closing, allow me, Monsignor, to ex-
press once more my immense gratitude for the ap-
peal on behalf of our African Missions that Your Ex-
cellency has authorized and blessed. With the assur-
ance of my respectful devotion, | have the honour to
remain.
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