
1867: Cholera epidemic in Algiers. Lavigerie 
asked his Vicar General to use his salary as bishop to 
help the sick. 

1868: At Lavigerie's request, the Dicastery for 
Evangelization erects the Apostolic Prefecture of the 
Sahara and Sudan. Lavigerie is appointed Apostolic 
Delegate of the Sahara and Sudan. 

 

Letter to Father Suchet Vicar General (6th Au-
gust 1867) 

 

My dear Vicar General, 

I have learned with acute sadness that cholera 
is threatening the Archdiocese of Algiers and it only 
adds to all the evils that have afflicted it in recent 
years. I pray God will spare us this new trial, or will 
reduce it to the nonthreatening scale it had in previ-
ous years. Nonetheless, obliged to be far from you at 
this time by the state of my health, which has been 
badly damaged, I couldn’t remain indifferent to the 
evils that threaten my flock. In addition, after two 
years of food shortage, what is to be dreaded above 
all is the poverty that would prevent our colonists 
from taking adequate precautions. I would like to 
help them by giving up the whole of my salary as 
Archbishop. Mr. Ancelin, Secretary General of the 
Archbishop’s Office, will therefore pay you two thou-
sand five hundred francs, the amount due in the first 
month. Please have it distributed by the Commis-
sions, which will no doubt be established through 
the good work of the Sisters and the Parish Priests. 

As far as concerns me, I cannot tell you, my 
dear Vicar General, how much this distancing from 
my diocese, which has lasted over two months, 
weighs on me and saddens me in the present circum-
stances. You will know that the doctors in France 
have sentenced me to return to Algiers only in the 
second fortnight of October. This is to avoid a re-
lapse they would consider inevitable. However, if 
cholera broke out in Algiers, I certainly would not 
delay, but would set off in order to be among you as 

soon as my already returning strength would allow 
me to travel. I remain in the hands of God.  

Farewell, my dear Vicar General. Let us pray 
and advocate prayer, so that heaven will at last look 
down with a merciful eye on our poor Algeria. I am 
yours, as ever, in Our Lord. 

 

Letter to the members of the Association of 
Mary Immaculate for the conversion of pagan wom-
en (October 1886) 

 

Despite the zeal of the Missionaries, their 
efforts will never produce sufficient fruit if they are 
not helped by women apostles among women. Only 
women can freely approach pagan women, maintain 
charitable relations with them, heal their ills, touch 
their hearts and make them understand their pro-
found lowliness, by the very spectacle of the moral 
height to which Christian women have reached. 

As for me, I devoted the years of my youth and 
my mature age to founding the apostolate of the 
Missionaries. I want to use my old age, as long as 
God lets me live, to promote effectively, if I can, the 
apostolate of the Sisters, which I feel is more im-
portant than that of the men themselves among the 
infidels of our Africa. But I can do nothing on my 
own - it is God who must do everything, and I ask 
him once again for your good works and prayers. 
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