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Letter to the Members of the 10"
General Chapter (24 August 1889)

For the other Fathers who must be appointed
members of the Council, the choice is obviously easi-
er if one only looks at the merits of the persons, but
it important that the choice should not fall on Fa-
thers who fill or who are destined to fill important
positions where it would be difficult to replace them.
This is why 1 allow myself to indicate to you also the
members of your Society whose election as mem-
bers of the Council, it seems to me, would be most
desirable. If you wish therefore to follow my opinion
which is inspired by the affection | have for our Insti-
tute, | would advise you to compose in this way the
list of five members whom you should elect: Mgr
Léon Livinhac, Fr Deguerry, Fr Viven, Fr Voillard in
place of Fr Lechaptois who has left for Nyassa, and
also Fr Dausbourg in place of Fr Gerboin who has, in
his humility, expressed several times the desire to be
relieved of his responsibilities as a member of the
Council.

I should not hide from you the fact that, if this
list is elected, | propose to appoint immediately, and
| hereby appoint from today, Superior of your Con-
gregation the Very Reverend Monsignor Livinhac,
Vicar Apostolic of Nyanza, taking on myself the task
of obtain the dispensation from the Holy See to
break the bonds that attach him to his Vicariate; and
| delegate Reverend Father Deguerry to substitute
for him until his return to Algeria.

Bishop Livinhac will exercise his function from
the date of his arrival in Algiers to the day of my
death with the title of Vicar General, according to
your Rules and the decrees of the Holy See. | resume
myself, with regard to him and until my death, the
exercise of my authority as it was before the last
Chapter, so as better to safeguard unity during the
last period of my life. After my death, and until the
next election in six years' time, he will have the un-
qualified title of Superior General."

The other appointments which will have to be
made during or immediately after the Chapter are in
no way its concern. | shall not speak to you about
them at this time, except to say to you that | ask you
also to deal in this Chapter, in the absence of the
new Superior, with no other matter, and to post-
pone the to the Chapter that will have to follow my
own death. If there arise urgent questions before
this time, the Council will take the [necessary] deci-
sions.

| come to a close, recommending you one final
time to the grace of Our Lord, and giving you again
my paternal blessing: Pater serva eos in nomine tuo
qguos dedisti mihi, ne pereat ex eis quisquam. What
remains for me to do other than to request of you, in
the situation in which the Lord has wished that | be
and in which, through his grace, | resign myself to
be, the assistance of your good prayers: miseremini
mei, saltem vos amici mei, quia manus Domini tetigit
me. Amen.
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