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Letter to Father Charbonnier, Vicar general
(14th August 1883)

Dear Father,

In my last letter | spoke to you of the deterio-
ration in my state of health. This has only grown
worse during the week just gone. Since yesterday, |
feel a little better, but I am weak and, in my stomach,
and bowels | am suffering a lot. In this state, | cannot
set out for Africa and reach there during these times
of greatest heat. My departure has therefore been
delayed until the beginning of September.

Would you be able, without causing too much
inconvenience, to put back the opening of the re-
treat to its original date, that is to the evening of
14th September? | should be happy if you could,
since then | should have the time to return and see
to my treatment without any worries.

If this is how you decide, inform, as soon as
possible, all those within reach in Algeria, Tunisia,
Malta and in France, even contacting those in Tunis
and in Malta by telegram, if necessary. As for Jerusa-
lem, the Fathers had better spend a week longer at
Maison-Carrée or better still at Notre Dame d’Af-
rique, since | am rather afraid of leaving Fathers
Bresson and Labardin in contact with the other Fa-
thers.

If it happened that | got worse, do not worry.
All my affairs are perfectly in order. Father Deguerry
holds all the title deeds that you do not have, and my
will has been made taking all precautions into ac-
count.

Letter to Miss Grandin de I'Eprevier, future
mother Marie Claver (22 August 1885)

My dear daughter in Our Lord,

From now on | will give you this name, since |
now know you and, according to every likelihood,
you are destined one day to enter my flock. If | did
not reply to your previous letter, ithisis because I did
not receive it; it will probably have been lost while |
was still away. | was complaining about this to my
secretary, who writes these lines under my dictation,
when the one of the 15th of this month arrived in my
hands.

| congratulate you, my dear child, on your con-
stancy, your fidelity, your courage, or rather | give
thanks for the grace of Our Lord, for it alone produc-
es in you these holy dispositions. Do not expect any-
thing but suffering, trials and setbacks from Africa,
since Africa is still under the power of the devil. But
have confidence, Our Lord, prince of the apostles,
has defeated the devil everywhere, and he will gain
the victory also on this still infidel land. And who
knows if he will not defeat him through the woman,
according to the prediction that was made from the
beginning for the whole human race?

May you, my child, deserve to be among those
who will win this great triumph. What joy you will
have in the midst of all your sufferings on earth, and
what a triumph especially in heaven.
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