
Letter to Father Livinhac and to the  
Missionaries of Nyanza (22nd November 1879) 

 

My dear Sons, 

We have received and read with the greatest 
interest the diary of your journey sent to us by Fa-
ther Livinhac.  I thank him especially. This diary was 
really as a good missionary should write it, and if 
there had been less a matter of daily fevers, or at 
least if it had been discussed in more complete terms 
of resignation to the Holy Will of God and in the feel-
ings of the ‘superabundo gaudio omni tribulatione 
nostra’ of St Paul, it would have been really perfect.  
I sent it to the Missions Catholiques, which will pub-
lish it as a follow-up to that of Fr. Deniaud.  Unfortu-
nately, it stopped on 23rd August; but we have not 
received a single line from our Tanganika colleagues 
since their departure from Tabora. I do not know to 
what to attribute their silence, because we learned 
that they arrived successfully at the end of their jour-
ney. 

For you, my dear children, I thank you tenderly 
for having given us your news as often as possible. 
You know now that we have not forgotten you. Your 
confreres will have joined you, I hope, at the mo-
ment when these lines reach you, and will have given 
you the detailed instructions which I have drawn up 
to follow those of last year, relative to the progress 
of your missions. 

All that you tell me about Mutesa in the diary 
and in the unfortunately short and insignificant letter 
of Father Lourdel to Father Deguerry, brought us to 
the decision to undertake as soon as possible a third 

caravan at the head of which we think we should 
place Father Aubert with three other Missionaries 
and a good number of Auxiliaries from Belgium, cho-
sen from among professionals, in order to meet the 
wishes of this African monarch and your indications. 

We have decided to try to send this caravan by 
way of Egypt, following the indications which Mgr 
Comboni gave me in Rome and which are quite simi-
lar to what Father Livignac wrote to me. I would also 
ask that you use this route to send us your corre-
spondence and the rest of your diary. You will have 
noted, in my instructions, the importance I give this 
for the success of your work. 

Father Ganachau, in his neighbouring station 
of Tabora, is likewise instructed by me to send on to 
you those letters addressed to you which reach him 
from the coast. You will see whether it is better to 
use the same route for your replies or to send us 
your correspondence by entrusting it to one of Mgr 
Comboni’s missionaries at Gondokoro.  He maintains 
that you can be reached from Gondokoro in 32 
hours.  
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