A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

30 AUGUST / 25

1847: Death of Pierre Ainé Latrilhe, Lavigerie's
maternal grandfather. He died in Saint Esprit, Ba-
yonne, at the age of 83. Lavigerie lived in his house
for 12 years.

Letter to the Prefect of the Propaganda Fide
(6 October 1886)

Eminence,

Before writing to your eminence the two let-
ters, dated today, relating to my jurisdiction over
part of the French and Belgian Congo, | thought |
should consult the Société des Missionnaires d'Alger,
that | entrusted with the foundation of these mis-
sions and the other missions in Equatorial Africa that
have been entrusted to me. | took advantage of the
convening of the General Chapter of this congrega-
tion which, in conformity with its rules, has just been
held in order to elect its Superior General, Reverend
Father Bridoux having completed his mandate as
Superior General. This Chapter has just ended with
the election of Reverend Father Deguerry, who had
already twice before been honoured with the same
office, and who was most recently superior of the
house of Saint Anne in Jerusalem.

Once this election was over, | submitted to the
Chapter the question of the missions in Congo, pre-
senting all the relevant documents. Like me, Emi-
nence, the Chapter of the Congregation of Mission-
aries, while painfully surprised by the procedures
used to strip them of missions that had already cost
them so much money and pain, believed that the
good of peace should prevail over any other consid-
eration, and consequently formally declared to me
its consent to abandon the territories in the French
Congo and the Belgian Congo which, until now, had
been allocated to us, and to cede first mentioned to
the apostolic vicar of the Congregation of the Holy
Spirit, and the second to the delegate of the King of
the Belgians.

Yet at the same time the same Chapter asked
me to request from the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda Fide, by way of compensation for the
losses it had sustained, a new division of its own ter-
ritories. This would allow it to retain four separate
vicariates as it had up to now, with the personnel
that the Society of the Missionaries of Algiers al-
ready had in place or that it was planning soon to
have in its two missions, French Upper Congo and
Belgian Upper Congo.

These four vicariates were those of Lake Nyan-
za, Lake Tanganyika, Southern Upper Congo and
Northern Upper Congo. The map attached to this
letter shows exactly the boundaries, as drawn up by
the decree of the Sacred Congregation dated 27th
September 1880 and the letter of the same Congre-
gation dated 30th September 1880. However, experi-
ence has shown us that the distance between Rub-
aga, residence of the Apostolic Vicar of Nyanza, on
the lake bearing the same name, and Oujiji, resi-
dence of the Apostolic Pro-vicariate of Tanganyika,
was too large to be evangelized by two Apostolic
Vicariates. An intermediary between them is re-
quired to satisfy all needs.

On the other hand, since the King of the Bel-
gians has asked us as a service to keep our missions
in the far reaches of the Upper Congo, west of Lake
Tanganyka, and has consented to the creation of a
jurisdiction dependent on my authority in that part
of the Independent State where there is no Europe-
an establishment, it would be appropriate to main-
tain there an apostolic pro-vicariate.

CML 200




