
1844: Lavigerie receives the cassock at St Sul-
pice Seminary 

1869: First taking of the habit at Notre-Dame 
d'Afrique. The novices Finateu, Charmetant, Deguer-
ry and Bouland receive the habit. 

1869: First drafting of the Constitutions 

1870: Taking of the habit of 7 missionaries. The 
ceremony is presided over by the Vicar General of 
Algiers. Lavigerie was in Rome for the Council. 

1875: at Our Lady of Africa Missionary oath of 
Br. Léon, first Kabyle Brother 

 

Presentation Plan of the new constitutions by 
Archbishop Lavigerie (1869) 

 

Dear Sons and Brothers,  

I place in your hands the Rule that must from 
now on be the law of your life. I entrust it to your 
loving respect, to your charity, to your zeal with the 
hope that if you keep it faithfully, it will protect you 
and enable you to bear fruits of peace, civilisation 
and salvation on this poor African soil.  

God forbid that I should give you ideas contra-
ry to Christian humility about yourselves or the work 
to which you are dedicated. You and I, especially I, 
are nothing and the burden of our sins and our 
wretchedness warns us sufficiently that we must ne-
ver be proud of being effective for God’s work. 
However, when I think of the past, when I see what 
poor weak men like us have achieved in the world by 
the power of virtue and religious discipline, I cannot 
avoid thinking that if you imitate their example, you 
will receive similar blessings. 

Twelve centuries ago, my Brothers, Europe 
presented more or less the same spectacle as our 
Africa today. On the one hand, its lands were deeply 
ravaged by barbarian hordes that occupied it and 
criss-crossed it, leaving behind devastation, fire and 
death. They camped on ruins they could not name 
and knew no other right than might. On the other 
hand, it was a society whose centre was at Byzan-
tium and that perished in shame as a result of the 
abuse of riches, pleasures, despotism and above all 
through lack of virile and Christian character.   

Everything therefore seemed irrevocably lost, 
when from the heart of this society suddenly arose 
an army that saved the world, opening safe havens 
to the deprived, the weak and the sick. Through a 
continuous endeavour of six centuries, by its 
example and influence, it shaped a new world of 

which we are its descendants. 

This army was that of the monks, our monks of 
Europe, of whom Benedict was the legislator.   
Through manual work, especially in the fields, the 
practice of charity, the education of children, 
through the example and influence of its virtues elici-
ted from the barbarism of its conquerors and the 
decadence of the conquered, our European nations. 

I am not only referring to France. You know 
that almost all the towns of our homeland owe their 
creation or their conservation to a monastery. I add 
all the other lands and in particular those the Barba-
rians had devastated the most in Germany, England 
and Scandinavia. There, you will not find a town or 
cathedral city that was not begun by a Benedictine 
abbey. These havens of work, charity, prayer, and 
study were like lighthouses spaced out by God’s 
hand, by the Church, to guide these great races to 
the harbour of civilisation. 

If only these ruins, which today are almost 
everywhere disregarded by forgetful generations 
could speak and tell of all the good that their inhabi-
tants had done for our forebears! Consider all the 
enlightenment, the consolations they spread. Consi-
der all the obstacles they bravely opposed to the 
savage undertakings of almighty forces.  How many 
blessings from the people, even in our world where 
faith withdraws, would they not receive? 
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