A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

1869: Lavigerie prescribes to his novices the
pilgrimage from Santa Cruz to Oran

1873: Beginning of the foundation in Kabylia.
Foundation of Tagmount Azouz. The White Sisters
moved there in 1895.

Letter to the mother of Father Pascal (15th
February 1879)

Madame,

[ fulfil a duty full of sadness, as today I give you
the unhappy news of the death of your beloved son,
whom you have given to the Society of our Missiona-
ries. God called to himself the Rev. Fr. Joachim Pas-
cal, Superior of the Mission of Lake Tanganika, in
Equatorial Africa. He passed away as a worthy sol-
dier of Our Lord, on the battlefield of the apostolate,
where he had waged war for the Catholic faith
against error and combated those of Christian civili-
sation against barbarism. You should know that
when, last year, this new Mission was due to open at
the request of the Holy See, your son, with the most
generous attitude, requested the favour of forming
part of it. Ahead of others, he paid for this heroic
dedication with his life. He merited this honour. His
faith, humility and zeal, his angelic gentleness, all the
virtues that made of him a consummate missionary,
pointed him out to his Superiors to make of him the
head of one of the two apostolic troops they were to
send into these distant regions. God, who already
saw him apt for heaven, judged otherwise than men
do. He gave him his reward and this holy priest was
the first and pure victim, opening the way of salva-
tion to these wretched regions.

He left us, almost a year ago, in early April
1878. From the time of the departure until his death,
he never failed to be a perfect model of priestly
sanctity for his travelling companions in the aposto-
late, just as he was for the various responsibilities of
the Mission.

In the early part of the journey, despite the
fatigue of a long crossing and the torrid heat of the
Red Sea, his health withstood it. Before leaving Zan-
zibar, he sent us his news. Everything in what he
wrote was penetrated with the ardent zeal that filled
his heart. On the 31st May he wrote, ‘We are now
going to complete our purchases and make pack-
ages of the luggage we brought from Algiers; then,
placing ourselves in the hands of Divine Providence,
we shall, with God’s help, bring the name of God to
these people immersed for ages in the deepest dark-

ness of barbarism and death. Dear Father, commend
us to the prayers of our confreres and assure them
that they will share in our discomforts and sacrifices.
The day after Pentecost, we hope to fly our two ban-
ners.’

Leaving from Bagamoyo in mid-June, they be-
gan to feel the oppressive effects of the tropical fe-
ver they had caught by crossing the marshes nearest
the coast. On Saturday the 22nd of June, he took to
his bed for the first time. This upset, however, was
not prolonged and he himself spoke of it cheerfully
in a letter he wrote to me on the 18th of July. He
said, ‘We have no doubt had trying times, but can we
do otherwise, and should we not be expecting
anything else? We are about to undertake the work
of God. All the Fathers have had to suffer from the
climate and even now, four or five of them are quite
ill. Your Grace, all this is far from discouraging us,
and Your Excellency may be sure that we will conti-
nue on our path with no less courage and cheer-
fulness. The Fathers who are ill are cared for as well
as possible by those who are in good health. If these
fallill in their turn, as sometimes happens, the others
that the Good Lord has already restored to health
look after them with the same attentiveness and
charity. Such as it is, we can only consider ourselves
content and bless the Lord for the personal crosses
he sends us.’
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