A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

Rule of the seminary of Saint Anne in Jerusa-
lem (2nd February 1882)

Saint Anne’s seminary in Jerusalem, run by the
Missionaries of Africa, was set up with the aim of
preparing for the apostolate and providing a Chris-
tian education for children belonging to the Oriental
rites and especially the Greek Catholic rite, who feel
drawn by a vocation to the priesthood or to the
work of the apostolate through Christian education
in the Orient. This rule aims at setting down what
must be done in this school to train these children.

On its origin — The seminary of Saint Anne of
the Missions of Algiers was founded in January 1882
by Archbishop Lavigerie, Founder and major superior
of the Society of the Missionaries of Algiers. This So-
ciety was given the responsibility by France and by
the Holy See to serve the shrine of Saint Anne where
the great mysteries of the Immaculate Conception
and the Nativity of the most Holy Virgin. They had
taken possession of this ancient shrine in 1878. Wit-
nessing the neglected state in which the Oriental
Christians found themselves regarding both their
training for the priesthood and their training as
Christian educators, the Missionaries nurtured the
idea, which their superiors had proposed from the
outset, of devoting their establishment and the free
time they had after serving in the shrine to this two-
fold formation programme.

Archbishop Lavigerie gave them his full appro-
val. After consulting the Holy See, he decided that
this seminary would be especially reserved for chil-
dren of the Greek-Melkite rite, because of the parti-
cular importance given to this rite by the huge num-
ber of schismatic Greeks scattered throughout the
whole of the Orient. Only in the case of Greek rite
children not filling all the available places would chil-
dren belonging to other Oriental rites be accommo-
dated. Drawn into this question by the Archbishop of
Algiers, the French government in its turn awarded
an extraordinary grant for the preparation of the
buildings required, on top of ordinary annual allo-
wance for the maintenance of teachers and stu-
dents.

It was under these conditions that the Oriental
seminary of Saint Anne was established. Conse-
quently, to remain faithful to the idea which go-
verned its foundation, in educating the children in its
care, it must maintain a purely Oriental character.
Only the Oriental rite is used in public celebrations
and devotions which the church students attend.
Only Oriental languages, namely Arabic and Greek,

along with French, are studied in the house. The chil-
dren are never allowed to adopt the Latin rite. Even
if they should wish to enter the Society of the Missio-
naries which is educating them, they must keep their
own rite. In a word, the seminary of Saint Anne,
founded exclusively for the Orientals, must concen-
trate solely on this aim. It remains completely Orien-
tal, not only in the rite used and the education given,
but even in the material way of living, like dress, slee-
ping arrangements and food.

But all that has gone before concerns only, so
to speak, the exterior. Deep down on the inside,
since the aim of Saint Anne’s seminary is to train
apostles, we seek to instil into the children a burning
love for Our Lord, for his Church and for its supreme
and infallible head, the Vicar of Christ. They will be
given a great love for the salvation of the souls of
their Oriental brothers, such a great number of
whom are bound up in schism. They will come to
know, to love and to practise as perfectly as possible
the law of God and they will be filled with a holy lon-
ging to make that law known, loved, and practised
by those who do not know it as they should.
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