A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

1880: Bishop Dusserre, Bishop of Constantine,
is appointed Coadjutor Auxiliary Bishop of Lavigerie.

Letter to Pope Leo XlIl concerning the history
of ancient Christian Africa (27 February 1886)

Most Holy Father,

I humbly dare to place at the feet of Your Holi-
ness a pastoral letter that | have just addressed to
the clergy and faithful of the Diocese of Carthage on
the history of the dogma of the Holy Eucharist and
Eucharistic worship in the ancient Church of Africa.
In submitting this modest work to your paternal be-
nevolence, | do not overestimate its value. | would,
however, seek a word of encouragement from your
Holiness for our recently formed clergy whose ar-
chaeological labours are mentioned and made use of
in my pastoral letter. It would indeed be of great
benefit, Most Holy Father, if the African clergy were
to attach real importance to the research and study
of the ancient Christian heritage which our soil con-
ceals in great quantities and which is of such benefit
to history and even to Catholic apologetics. But time
is running out because all these precious remains of
Christian antiquity will soon be scattered by the
hands of the builders of villages, of roads, which are
planned in Tunisia. A word from you, Most Holy Fa-
ther, will do more than all my efforts. | dare to ask
and expect it from the great Pope who revived in the
Christian world the study of true philosophy and of
history. With this confidence and prostrating myself
at your holy feet, Most Holy Father, | have the ho-
nour to call myself, of Your Holiness, the humblest,
most obedient, and most devoted servant and crea-
ture.

Letter to the Work of the Propagation of the
Faith (17 February 1886)

Father Dupont wrote to me from Brazzaville
on November 27th:

« But this mission will be difficult and will never
survive it has a boat at its service. Since the boats
here are refusing us passage, the only thing left for
us to do is to try to make a difficult and dangerous
journey in dugout canoes, or to get a boat. A
steamboat would not be convenient for us, since it
requires too much maintenance, but it would not be
the same with a sailing boat in this country where
the wind, especially during the dry season, blows

constantly in the direction of the upper Congo. |
have been examining this matter as carefully as | can,
and | think we would need a whaleboat eight to ten
meters in length; it should be made of oak, or better
still, of copper, not steel. Steel boats lack durability
here; | have seen some that have never been used
and are already full of holes because of rust; the oak
boat is heavy to carry. It seems to me that the cop-
per boat combines the advantages of lightness for
transport and long life without much maintenance.
This boat should have a strong sail and a canvas co-
vering the whole boat to protect the luggage from
the rain. These relatively small expenses (I don't ex-
pect the purchase costs to exceed 1 to 5 thousand
francs) will save us much trouble and will give us the
freedom of action that we now lack, since from now
on no missionary can obtain passage on the boats of
the Independent State of the Congo. We would also
avoid a lot of expenses and weariness. We are entire-
ly at the mercy of people who are well aware of this.
| beg you, Eminence and Most Venerable Father, do
not deny the new-born mission of the Congo
something which is necessary for its life. A procure
will also be necessary in the Lower Congo, at least
for a few years, until we have Negroes trained to
help us. With much patience and time, we shall suc-
ceed. | am looking in vain for an interpreter and a
guide... »

This overview shows you, gentlemen, how, in
addition to the expenses we have to meet at the ve-
ry end of the river at Massanzé, we are obliged to
foresee new ones at the intermediate points on the
Congo. We therefore need your help more than ever
for these missions which have already claimed the
lives of several of our missionaries, and in this res-
pect, | dare to rely especially on your charity.
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