A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE
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1873: The Missionaries of Africa settle in
Geryville. The city was commanded by the Oualad
Sidi Cheikh family whose influence extended from
Morocco to Metlili and beyond.

1881: Newly appointed administrator of the
apostolic vicariate of Tunis, Lavigerie visited Tunisia.
He was badly received by the Capuchins.

1888: Lavigerie begins the Church's interna-
tional anti-slavery campaign at Saint Sulpice, Paris,
France.

Conference given at Saint Sulpice
(1st July 1888)

“Where there is no distinction between slave
and freeman... there is only Christ: he is everything
and he is in everything:” (Col 3:11) Recently, our
great Pontiff, Leo Xlll, borrowed St. Paul’s words in
his Encyclical to the Bishops of Brazil. By virtue of
the Apostle’s teaching, he condemned slavery saying
that its very existence among Christians is a crime.
Since all humankind are born in the image of Jesus
Christ, they are new christs, and hence, brothers. To
oppress one another and to deprive people of their
freedom is a sacrilege, because this freedom is
“nature’s most precious gift”. Jesus Christ taught
this truth when he said that on the last day, we shall
all be rewarded, if we “have gone to the aid of pris-
oners”, because “in so far as you did this to one of
the least of these brothers of mine you did it to me.”
Also, speaking about slavery as it exists on our Afri-
can continent, Leo Xlll, who normally speaks with
moderation and indulgence, energetically con-
demned slavery.

He declared that slavery is opposed to divine
law and to the natural law. “Contra quod est a Deo
et natura institutum”. He proclaimed that the traffic
in human beings was infamous. Nothing could be
more wicked: “Mercatura qua nec inhonesta magis
nec scelerata”. Using words of authority and of sad-
ness, he appealed to all Christians to oppose it! He

did not just exhort, he begged, he, the Father of the
great Christian family: “Hortantibus nobis et roganti-
bus”, that this trade should be prohibited and finally
suppressed in the regions where it is dominant.
“Comprimant, prohibeant, extinguant”. So spoke
the Pope in Rome some weeks ago, he, the succes-
sor of so many Pontiffs who have demanded for the
victims of this slavery, pity, mercy and justice. In the
name of the bishops and priests of Africa, | have pub-
licly thanked the Pope, on the very day that his En-
cyclical had just been published., and he, reading
surely in my heart, has deigned to authorise me to
preach this new crusade. Truth to say, this additional
charge has done nothing to help my health; but how
could I refuse such a request from the Vicar of Jesus
Christ, and how could | not consider it to be a su-
preme honour for someone whose life will soon be
ended!

| am beginning this mission in the very church
where nigh on half a century ago, | began my priestly
life, finding a happy omen in what | am thus preach-
ing for the first time, in the midst of a faithful of
whom | can say, like the Apostle in Romans 1: 8.,
their piety is known throughout the world. What |
am proposing to do, today, is not to give an erudite
discourse: this appeals neither to my sentiments nei-
ther to your feelings. Clever devices such as this are
not for an old missionary.
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