A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE
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1848: Lavigerie participates in the funeral of
Mgr Affre, Archbishop of Paris, who was assassinat-
ed.

1867: Lavigerie writes to Pope Pius IX to ask for
the creation of an apostolic delegation from the Sa-
hara and Sudan. The pope refuses.

Conference given at Saint Sulpice
(1st July 1888)

The colonial slave trade was more to do with
adults and more particularly with men. The American
colonists wanted people for work on their planta-
tions. And for that they needed grown men. The chil-
dren were an additional burden until the day came
when they could work in their turn. But things have
changed in Africa vis a vis slavery on the land, as en-
visaged by the Muslims. When they were transport-
ed to America, the adult negroes could not flee. The
vast extent of the Atlantic Ocean kept them there.
But while they are still in Africa, the adult negro has
only one thought: to flee in the hope of finding his
village once again, or at the very least to keep his
liberty among some other tribe. Moreover, on Afri-
ca’s high plateaux, the land, the sun, the rain, all help
to make the land fertile, to such an extent that men
are not needed to work; it suffices to have women
for the work. So, to kidnap the men, force them to
march long distances, feed them until they arrive at
the slave markets, is not very productive for the
slave traders. Women and children are now needed
in the slave markets, and these have replaced the
men. Women and children are fearful, and they draw
back before the uncertainties and the dangers of
flight.

Women and children can be bought without
fear. Women for the chiefs’ limitless debauchery,
children to be used for their odious practices. Since
this commerce is now in the hands of polygamous
Muslims, the bestial practices of the chiefs have
spread far and wide. Powerful chiefs such as Mtesa
and today, Mwanga, King of Uganda, have as many

as two hundred women at once. Even the poor
chiefs have many. In the centre of Africa, the price of
slaves does not do anything to discourage these
practices. In some places, today, many women can
be bought for a goat, a child for a packet of salt. A
goat must be looked after, a packet of salt must be
brought from the salt deposits, carried from far
away; it is sufficient to capture women and children
and chain them up. Things have reached such a state
in the interior of Africa that men are often the mon-
ey which replace shells from the lakes and the sea
for the smallest purchases.

What a contemptuous sacrilege! O corruption
engendered by greediness! Can one even think of it
without shuddering, without condemning those who
abuse human nature and make it descend to the con-
dition of beasts under the yoke: In truth, we must
repeat the words of Leo XllI “Nata jugo jumenta!”

But this is not the only reason which makes
slavery within Africa worse than colonial slavery. The
journey to the New World was long and difficult. The
slaves were carried in sailing boats. So the number of
men who could be carried to the colonies was thus
somewhat limited. Today, the man hunting and the
slave sales can be done by all. It is sufficient in order
to keep up the numbers, to have a half-cast with his
troop of slavers; poor unarmed black people for vic-
tims, and tribes to buy the human prey. So, whilst in
Europe we did not know what was happening in Afri-
ca, the slave markets were multiplying everywhere in
the interior. They are not on the sea-shores any long-
er because there are no more slave buyers for the
countries overseas; but they are to be found every-
where in the interior, in the far off towns of Moroc-
co, in the oases of the Sahara, in Timbuktu, to the
south of Niger and as far as Zambezi and further still
on the plateaux of the Great Lakes, where the in-
offensive population together with the density of
the population and the richness of its soil (rather like
the situation of the Peru’s Indian population), en-
courages the effrontery of the negro slave traders
and their ferocious appetite.
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