
Letter to the Holy Father requesting the ordi-
nation of married men as priests in Africa (1st July 
1890) 

 

Most Holy Father, 

I have the honour of deposing at your feet a 
copy of the discourse which I just addressed to the 
twenty members of the Society of Missionaries of 
Algiers at the moment of their departure. They are at 
this very time, as Your Holiness is aware, departing 
for the African interior, in response to the appeal 
addressed to me by the superiors of our missions, 
and in particular by Mgr Livinhac, Apostolic Vicar of 
Uganda and of Lake Nyanza, today the Vicar General, 
regularly elected, of the Society of Missionaries of 
Algiers. 

You Holiness, if you would be so kind as to 
take cognizance of the words that I addressed from 
the pulpit to the faithful that filled our cathedral and 
to the departing missionaries, you will see that I in-
sisted on a particular aspect of this departure of new 
apostles. Among them, in fact, were two Negroes 
from Soudan oriental, ransomed by me from slavery 
in the heart of Africa, now over fifteen years ago, 
together with a large number of other Blacks. They 
were at that time [mere] children; I had them 
brought up to serve as auxiliaries of our White Fa-
thers in the African missions. To this end I even 
founded in Malta, with the permission of the Ordi-
nary and of the English Government, already twelve 
years ago, in the university of this island an institute 
for the formation of these children in the study and 
practice of medicine. 

Several of these young doctors, trained in this 
way, have already left for our missions in Tanganyi-
ka. They are enjoying such success that the king of 
Uganda, Mwanga, who today has regained his 
throne, is himself spontaneously asking me for some 
of them. 

This circumstance impels me, Most Holy Fa-
ther, to share with Your Holiness a concern that for a 
long time has been obstinately playing on my mind in 
conjunction with the missions in the Negro countries 
of Africa, namely the formation of a suitable ecclesi-
astical personnel to look after one day the missions 
that we are founding at the present time. To hope to 
be always able to send a sufficient number of Euro-
pean priests is indeed utopian, while banking on pro-
tecting them from the murderous influence of the 
climate is even more of a utopia, judging by the num-

ber of victims that it has caused and is continuing to 
cause in the regions that have been entrusted to us. 

What is absolutely necessary is to be able to 
form priests from among the Blacks. This was our 
first idea for the young men at the university of Mal-
ta, but I had to forego it seeing that it would be ab-
solutely impossible for us, perhaps for centuries, to 
form a black clergy. I became convinced by my own 
experience of the strict truth contained in the words 
of Salvian which are known to Your Holiness: Tam 
inauditum est Afrum non esse impudicus quam 
Afrum non esse Afrum. 

In a similar situation the serious question that 
comes to mind is the following: would it not be ap-
propriate to allow for the marriage of the indigenous 
priests of all the Blacks of Africa as it has been al-
lowed already, from the beginning, for all those who 
are connected, either by their situation, or by [the 
establishment] of regular relations, with Negro pop-
ulations, as the priest in Egypt and Abyssinia. 

This is obviously a serious question, but it is 
not enough to see the inherent difficulties, it is nec-
essary to take a decision one day, and I believe that it 
would be worthy of Your Holiness, after all that you 
have deigned to do for the Blacks, to have the initia-
tive taken for a study along this line by the Sacred 
Congregation of Propaganda Fide.  Most willingly I 
myself would give to this Congregation, of which I 
have the honour to belong, the information, in fa-
vour or against, regarding the different solutions 
that could be proposed. It is for Your Holiness in 
your wisdom to weigh up this idea and to take the 
decision that would seem to you the most appropri-
ate, but I believed that it was for me a duty in con-
science humbly to make this proposal.  
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