
1879: Lavigerie goes to the feasts of St. Anne 
of Auray to represent St. Anne of Jerusalem. 

 

Letter to Father Deguerry Superior  
at Ouadhias (6th July 1873) 

My dear Son,  

The situation is becoming increasingly difficult. 
A single act of imprudence from one of you can de-
stroy everything. You must therefore, more than ev-
er before, adhere to the rule that I gave you: 

1) Never speak of religion to the Kabyles, on 
any pretext. Above all, do not commit any of them 
directly or indirectly to become a Christian and do 
not baptise anyone, even in danger of death, except 
a child already in its last agony. I blame Father Pru-
dhomme very strenuously for what he did in this re-
spect to a sick and mentally disabled child.  I blame 
him even more for writing it to me in a letter that 
could have fallen into the hands of anyone. Moreo-
ver, as an example for all, I am depriving Father Pru-
dhomme from celebrating Holy Mass for three days 
for the error he committed. This is not the time to 
convert; it is the time to win hearts and the trust of 
the Kabyles by charity and kindness. You must not 
aim at anything else; everything you do outside of 
this will put the Work in jeopardy. 

2) I do not think you need to accept statute 
labour from now on; above all, you must never ask 
for it. How could you have done so for the Arifs? 3) 
For this last post, you must go and install it yourself. I 
hope the hostility that you noticed will gradually dis-
appear. If it is otherwise, let me know. 4) Poor Fa-
ther Chardron is surprised by the indifference of the 
Kabyles. This is really astonishing. Does he think they 
are Christians? Doesn’t he know they are Muslims? It 
is up to us to win them over gradually, but for that 
we will perhaps need a century. 

Truly, my children, I am sorry and confused to 
see that you understand so little of your Work and 
the human heart. Arrange the three posts for the 
personnel as you see fit. For the material, I approve 
what you intend to do in Ouadhias. 

Letter of the Cardinal to Father Deguerry on 
his planned journey to Jerusalem (6 July 1885) 

My Dear Son, 

The die is cast, and unless cholera arrives in 
Africa or I fall sick myself which, strictly speaking, 
could happen after so much fatigue, I shall leave 
from Naples for Port Said on 4 August and from Port 
Said I shall come to Jaffa on a State warship which 
will wait for me in the first-mentioned of these two 
ports. It will therefore be necessary to think of 
providing me with a means of locomotion, in other 
words with a suitable coach and horses between 
Jaffa and Jerusalem, and furnishings for myself and 
three other persons, without counting my personal 
valet, in the house that you have rented for me. It 
will be sufficient that there is a well-furnished salon 
in the house in which I shall be lodging, and a large 
room, conveniently furnished, at Saint Anne’s for the 
receptions. For the rest, a bed, a chair, and a dress-
ing-table for each room will be sufficient. It will also 
be necessary to provide me with a good cook. 

According to my plans, it is on 8 September, 
the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, that I 
shall solemnly consecrate the church of Saint Anne. I 
shall depart for France immediately afterwards. I 
shall therefore not stay more than a month in Jerusa-
lem. Moreover, during this time, I may make a short 
appearance in Beirut where I will go in the State ship, 
but that will only take four or five days, and perhaps 
I shall do this only after the consecration of the 
church. 

I would ask you to keep this news to yourself 
until the day when I shall send you a telegramme 
about it. I firmly desire that the Patriarchate should 
not get wind of it too soon, for fear of some foolish 
act as, can happen in the East. I will not speak to you 
today of other questions because I hope to see you 
soon. Moreover, I count on receiving from you be-
fore my departure some letters in response to those 
that I wrote to you from Paris.  
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