A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE

JUNE7 /25

1867: Father Ducat, a Jesuit, a zealous promot-
er of the Arab mission, communicates to Lavigerie
his plan of evangelisation. He advocates the founda-
tion of a special society of missionaries with rules
adapted to Muslim countries.

Letter to the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince
(Haiti) (3 June 1889)

Monsignor,

It was with truly with joy that we read in the
French press the reprints of the articles published in
your diocesan papers in support of the Anti-slavery
enterprise, specially created on the initiative of our
Holy Father Leo Xlll, for the abolition of slavery in
Africa. No mark of sympathy could be more precious
than that which came to us from your island of Haiti
for which France has always had particular prefer-
ence. The founders of the French Anti-slavery en-
deavour are doubly touched at seeing that, despite
the multitude of local concerns, the Haitians of Afri-
can origin had thought of coming to us to put an end
to the terrible evils with which slavery weighs down
upon the soil of their former homeland.

Enclosed with this letter | am sending you the
letter of invitation that | recently addressed to the
Anti-slavery committees in Europe for the free inter-
national congress to be held next 3rd May in Luzern,
in Switzerland, which is also the country of freedom.
While addressing European activists against slavery |
became aware of a desire forming in the depths of
my heart to invite to take part in our deliberations
those Blacks who have their own independent State
or who form large numbers living freely in other con-
stituted States.

These are my very words, Monsignor, for | am
insistent on submitting them to your gaze if you
have not read them already: “l dare to make an ap-
peal across the seas to all those who must necessari-
ly be more interested in questions concerning Africa.
| am referring here, and as | do so | am moved in the
depths of my soul, to the Blacks who have gone
ahead of their brothers on the way to freedom and
enlightenment. They must ardently desire to see an
end to the misfortunes of this continent, which is
their homeland, because it is their mother country.
The free citizens of Haiti, of Liberia, and the millions
of Blacks in the United States will respond, | hope, to
my appeal through [sending] some amongst them
worthy of representing their brothers. | address this
appeal to them in the name of Africa, in the name of
Europe, who, not without being touched, will hear

them speaking to us on behalf of their brothers, and
will receive our friendly.”

Strictly speaking there is no formal Anti-slavery
committee in Haiti, but | take the liberty of asking a
favour of you, Monsignor, namely to see that my ap-
peal reaches the inhabitants of your Republic, either
by addressing it to them directly, or by having the
present letter published in the press of your island

In our name, | beg of you, please assure all of
your black Christians that those of them who feel
that they have the power of speech strong enough
to get a hearing in a European assembly will receive
a most fraternal welcome. Their simple presence
would certainly arouse an increase in sympathy of
the cause of the interior of Africa. If you know of
some persons in particular who would be able to ful-
fil such a mission, whether they are within your dio-
cese, or whether they are even to be found already
in France or in Europe where their fellow Haitians
could choose them as delegates, | would be ex-
tremely grateful, and | have no doubt the most Holy
Father the Pope, who has so much at heart this great
humane endeavour, would also be grateful, for what
you could do to facilitate their coming.

| entrust the fulfilment of this wish to your pas-
toral heart, Monsignor, happy to have this occasion
to express to you my fraternal devotedness, as |
have the honour to remain, with my respects. | am
happy to tell you that the Republic of Liberia will also
be represented at our congress.
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