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1875: Fr. Bresson goes to Carthage as Chaplain
of the Sanctuary of St. Louis.

Letter to the Congregation of Propaganda
Fide (9 June 1887)

Monsignor,

| am able to reassure you and his Eminence the
Cardinal Prefect on the arrangements made by the
Council of the Work of the Propagation of the Faith.
There is perfect agreement between this Council and
myself that since its allocations are completely in-
sufficient for our missions, | can make appeals per-
sonally or through others for them [i.e. these mis-
sions] without fear of any reduction in our alloca-
tions. Proof of this is that | have just stopped over in
Lyons at the very invitation of the Council and that |
have preached there and made appeals in several
churches in the presence of its members, all of
whom have given me their offerings. | therefore dare
to request of you, Monsignor, to have my signature
certified and approved by the Sacred Congregation
of Propaganda Fide in the person of its Secretary and
its Prefect, as | requested you in my previous letter.
Reverend Father Burtin, my procurator, will collect
them and send them to me.

Letter to Propaganda Fide (28th June 1879)

| propose to go to Rome towards the end of
August or the beginning of September, if you find it
suitable, in order to directly inform your Eminence
and Our Holy Father the Pope. In the meantime, | am
also sending you the little Rule that these Auxiliaries
have received from me and that they have signed
with their own hand. It will give a better and more
exact idea to Your Eminence of what we have begun
than all my words and what we might perhaps devel-
op in the same direction for our entirely primitive
missions to the African interior, where one is ex-
posed to the attacks of savages and ferocious
beasts. | believe that the Jesuit Fathers have a broad-
ly similar project for the Zambezi. The Auxiliaries re-
ceived by us are former Papal Zouaves. This is to say
that they are men to be completely trusted. Perhaps
there are the elements of restoration, in a new form
of someone of the ancient Military Orders of Chivalry
that rendered so many services to the Church in bar-
barous times and similar circumstances. However,
we must be careful, | believe, to put such a title for-
ward, until we know what we mean to do.

I must also inform Your Eminence, confiden-
tially, that the King of the Belgians seems to have
designs on the centre of Africa, not only humanitari-
an but also political. He began to form, under the
orders of Stanley, the Protestant American explorer,
a kind of private army destined, no doubt, for easy
conquests. It is unfortunate that this Prince puts him-
self in the hands of the Protestants for such an en-
terprise. He wanted to deal with us in a recent
event, but | refused to get involved. Before doing so,
I want to see Your Eminence and the Holy Father.

| beg you to forgive me for the length of this
letter, your Eminence; the very importance of the
subjects treated here will be my justification to your
Eminence.
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