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1883: Livinhac is confirmed Apostolic Vicar of
Nyanza.

1881: The Ambassador of France to the Holy
See officially formulates the proposal to the Cardinal
Secretary of State for the appointment of Lavigerie
as Administrator of the Apostolic Vicariate of Tunis.

1888: Léonce Bridoux is appointed Apostolic
Vicar of Tanganyika.

1891: Foundation of the station of Djerba
(Tunisia). The Sisters moved there in September
1891. The station is suppressed in 1898.

Letter to Mgr Foulon (14th June 1882)

My dear and revered Lord,

| leave for Rome this morning and | would
have liked so much to have been able to speak with
you about these new dangers which threaten wus. |
have it from the nuncio that the party of the radicals
is stirring and is putting pressure on the pope to
make an open and immediate break. The speech has
even been prepared for the next consistory and,
should the speech take place, the government is pre-
paring to withdraw its ambassador and all the rest. |
am leaving resolved to speak clearly. But | would
need not to be seen to be speaking alone, since the
tactic of the radicals, with Cardinals Pitra and Mermil-
lod leading them, is to convince Rome that the
whole episcopate is of the same opinion. If you get a
moment, my Lord, write a word to Cardinal Jacobini
about the rumours that are circulating, but without
mentioning either me or the nuncio, so as not to let
people think there is an understanding and insist on
the need to play for time and not make further pro-
tests with a speech which might shatter windows.
There are other means, such as diplomatic notes or
memorandums, etc.

Letter to Father Deguerry on the tragedy of
the martyrs in the Sahara (15th June 1876)

Dear Father,

In the midst of our worries, | have received a
great consolation that will also be a great joy for
you. Cardinal Franchi, on behalf of the Sovereign
Pontiff, told me that His Holiness is full of admiration
for the bravery of the three Missionary apostles of
Timbuktu. The Pope is entirely confident that their
blood will be the seed of many Christian communi-
ties in the African interior. Finally, he has authorised

us to celebrate a Solemn Office of Thanksgiving at
Maison-Carrée for the martyrdom of our dear Con-
freres and Sons. All this is documented. It is almost a
canonisation. | will make it the subject of a Pastoral
Letter to the Missionaries, but | did not want to de-
lay a moment longer to write to you about it.

Letter to Mother Marie Salome (3 October
1892)

My dear Daughter,

I am deeply touched by the sentiments you
express to me in the name of your Sisters gathered
at Saint-Charles and yours, and by the details you
give me about your annual retreat. From my bed of
suffering, where illness holds me back, | cordially ask
Our Lord to make this retreat produce the most
abundant fruits for your sanctification and for the
salvation of the poor infidels, with the confidence
that after having begun the work of the mission
among us himself, he will be able to give it its full
growth. | therefore bless you, my dear daughter, you
and all your Sisters, thanking you for your good pray-
ers.
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