
Letter to Father Viven about the departure of 
Father Deguerry (7 March 1890) 

 

My Dear Father, 

I have received with renewed sadness the let-
ter in which you inform me that poor Father Deguer-
ry is persevering in his resolve. Yet if this affects me 
profoundly, it does not astonish me. As long as I 
have known him, he has been for me someone mar-
ked with a spirit of insubordination and obstinacy, 
mild but stubborn, pushed to the last degree. What 
could be taken for [a mark of] virtue in some of his 
initiatives was nothing other than a sign of this un-
fortunate turn of mind. 

What he is doing today is but the culmination 
of a lifetime: « difficile est enim ut bono peragantur 
exitu quae malo sunt inchoata principio ». Such an 
example should make us tremble. He had, and will 
always have, great and lovable natural qualities, but 
he was lacking above all in a spirit of faith, of piety, 
and of supernatural virtue. 

Today, I am sure without realising it, he is 
using the language which has always been in the 
Church that of the schismatics who wished to wi-
thdraw from under the authority of their superiors. 
However great his illusion may be, it is impossible to 
let it be known publicly. This is perhaps what he is 
counting on, though without justifying it to himself, 
in order to escape from the yoke of obedience, follo-
wing the plans he has made. This is an act which, it is 
true, will not escape one day divine punishment, but 
which ecclesiastical superiors are obliged to bear 
with in silence and with mercy. This is what St Augus-
tine says: in the face of such faults one has only to 
close one’s eyes. This is what we have often had to 
do; it is what we have to do again, my dear Father, 
with tears and prayers for him. 

For my part, indeed, I shall not cease to pray 
and weep, as long as there is a breath of life in me, 
and the first thing that I shall do when appearing be-
fore God, if He deigns to grant mercy to my soul, is 
to ask pardon for him. Farewell, my dear Father. Be-
lieve in the great sorrow with which I remain. It is 
necessary to tell the Father that he cannot, in cons-
cience and on account of my express order, leave 
the East before having brought to an end the case of 
Mr Tyan which I charged him to deal with. 

 

 

 

Recommendation granted to Father Deguerry 
(22 March 1890) 

 

To whom it may concern 

We certify that Reverend François Deguerry, a 
priest of the diocese of Algiers (ordained priest by 
Us in the year Eighteen Hundred and Seventy, has 
filled over a period of 22 years different roles with 
the society of missionaries of Algiers, and in particu-
lar on three occasions that of Vicar General.  During 
long periods of residence in the interior of Africa, 
and following a last journey undertaken to Equato-
rial Africa during the year Eighteen Hundred and 
Eighty-nine, he has contracted resistant African fe-
vers that have greatly diminished his health. At the 
present time he has been charged by Us with a 
special mission in the East. He has obtained canoni-
cal permission to remain afterwards for some time in 
a diocese in France, in order to benefit by a change 
of climate and, after his return, to fill any roles that 
one of the Lord Bishops of this country will deign to 
entrust him with. We consequently declare that the 
reverend François Deguerry, on account of his capa-
bility and also his experience of administration, is 
able to render valid service in the roles that will be 
entrusted to him, as he has done in the roles that he 
has filled for Us. We certify finally that his conduct 
has never given rise to any accusation regarding mat-
ters of faith, of uprightness, of morals, and that he 
has never incurred any censure whatsoever. We 
therefore recommend him instantly, for all the above
-mentioned reasons, to the justice, confidence, and 
charity of Our venerable colleagues. Given at Biskra, 
in the Sahara, under Our signature, the Seal of our 
coat of arms, and the counter-signature of Our secre-
tary, the 22 March 1890. 
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