
1878: Establishment of the White Sisters in 
Taourirt Abdallah Ouad'hias in Kabylia. 

 

Letter to Father Jamet, procurator in Zanzibar 
(21st March 1883) 

 

Father Toulotte, who really has a missionary’s 
heart and who should have left with the next cara-
van, had offered to go into the interior on foot beg-
ging for his bread as he went, if necessary. Living-
stone, who was a Protestant, lived for several years 
travelling throughout Equatorial Africa with four or 
five porters without spending more than 30,000 
francs in all that time. These are the examples which 
must inspire you; this, in particular, is how we must 
begin, as much as is possible, with the next caravan. 

I would say the same about supplying provi-
sions for the Fathers in the interior. The letter Father 
Hauttecoeur wrote to you from Tabora saddened me 
more than I can say because of what it reveals about 
the trend that exists towards unnecessary spending 
and waste. He goes as far as asking, for example, for 
15 kilos of tea all at once and many other items which 
are surplus to his needs. It is for you, as procurator, 
to watch for this kind of thing and learn from it, I tell 
you again. Let this be on your conscience. 

I advise you once again, as I did in my last let-
ter, to keep strictly to yourself your business deals 
and the correspondence I send to you. I have already 
had echoes of the unnecessary gossiping you have 
allowed to take place between you and the Spiritan 
Fathers and at the consulate. You do yourself and 
your confreres the greatest disservice by not keep-
ing quiet about what you are doing. In order to do 
this, stay at home. In Zanzibar more than anywhere 
else, live a regular and simple interior life of prayer. I 
see that Father Hauttecoeur has invited you to go to 
Mdabourou. You must do nothing of the sort with-
out special permission from the Council of your Soci-
ety.  

It is impossible for me to change the place 
where your credit notes can be cashed. Father Char-
metant has no funds to pay them. You must there-
fore cash them through Mr Brunet, general secretary 
of the Archdiocese of Algiers, giving him details of 
the amount the note is made out for, exact details of 
the expenses the note is intended to cover and of 
the mission station where the expenses were in-
curred. If any one of these details is missing, your 
note will not be paid and you must cash it in Zanzibar 
as best you can. We are determined to put an end to 
this chaotic situation at whatever the cost. 

I say again that the figure of ten or fifteen 
thousand francs fixed for the different mission sta-
tions is a maximum amount which must not be ex-
ceeded. If a station has not spent this sum, it cannot 
transfer it to another station. We do not accept at all 
what Father Livinhac did for Tabora, according to 
Father Hauttecoeur. Kindly send me by the next post 
the complete statement of all expenses incurred or 
paid, either by you or by the Fressinet Company, 
since you arrived in Zanzibar. 

 

 

Letter to the Bishop of Bruges (Belgium) (31st 
March 1880). 

 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship will know that eighteen Flemish 
auxiliaries arrived recently in Algiers to accompany 
our missionaries in Equatorial Africa. They are excel-
lent recruits. But we find ourselves faced with a very 
big problem with regard to them: we do not have a 
single priest who speaks Flemish, so they have no 
preacher and no-one to hear their confession. So as 
not to leave them spiritually abandoned like this, I 
beg Your Lordship to allow us to have for a few 
months, that is to say just until next October, one of 
your priests, Father Vyncke, who has willingly accept-
ed to fulfil this mission with enthusiasm and charity. I 
would indeed be most grateful, My Lord, if you could 
answer this request favourably and in advance I send 
you my most sincere good wishes. 
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