
Letter to Bishop Livinhac (22 March 1887) 

 

It should be noted that there are two points 
on which it is absolutely essential to insist. The first is 
the one called in the language of the canonizations 
of martyrs causa martyrii, that is, whether or not the 
Christian has been put to death because of the faith, 
or whether it is not for political or other, even less 
noble, reasons. You are aware, in fact, that the Eng-
lish and Italian newspapers have said that your per-
secution was caused by the seduction of a princess, 
sister or perhaps wife of Mouanga, by one of your 
Christians. The two guilty persons, who were caught 
in the act, were put to death by order of this prince. 
He later extended the punishment to all the Christian 
pages of which the guilty party was one of the lead-
ers. 

A second point, no less important, and one 
that your absolute silence leaves for us unexplained, 
is whether these martyrs were really your neophytes 
or were not, at least in part (and the English say in a 
very large part) the neophytes of the Protestant mis-
sionaries. In their reports to their reviews, your 
Protestant ministers in Uganda indeed say explicitly 
that it is their neophytes who have given these admi-
rable examples of steadfastness, and this is the only 
thing that troubles us and can seriously trouble the 
Holy See and Catholic opinion. How did Father 
Lourdel, in his diary, and you, in your letters, not con-
sider this terrible uncertainty and respond categori-
cally by clearly stating that each of those you are 
talking about was one of your neophytes and was 
not at all Protestant, or a disciple of the Protestant 
ministers which, seen from here, is all one? 

 

We are wholeheartedly with you and your mis-
sionaries in omni tribulatione vestra, through [our] 
affection and above all through prayer. We ask our 
Lord that the seed thus sprinkled with the blood of 
your neophytes may give you an abundant harvest, 
not only in Uganda but also in Bukumbi and in the 
other places where you will establish yourselves. We 
commiserate with you, but we are also jealous. We 
ask too of Our Lord to keep you in good health. The 
cruel sacrifice of so many missionaries who have 
been taken from us over so few years saddens us 
and causes us real embarrassment. Nevertheless, a 
caravan of seven missionaries is being prepared for 
you. They will be leaving next May, that is, in less 
than two months, and by the time you receive this 
letter, they may not be far from you. 

 

Farewell, dear Monsignor, pray for us as we 
pray for you, for we also have our persecutions 
which are increasing, and we do not have martyr-
dom to strengthen and console us. 
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