
1887: Marie Louise de l'Epervier takes the habit 
in the church of Notre Dame d'Afrique. Ceremony 
presided over by Lavigerie. 

 

Note for the press about the departure of the 
next caravan for Equatorial Africa (30 March 1885) 

 

The following information has reached us from 
Algiers: 

Next Sunday, Easter Sunday, there is to take 
place in the cathedral of Algiers the moving ceremo-
ny of farewell to numerous Missionaries of Algiers 
who will be leaving for Equatorial Africa on the next 
boat. His Eminence Cardinal Lavigerie, founder and 
Superior of the Missionaries of Algiers has recently 
decided to send sixteen members of the Society to 
the different missions which he has founded in the 
interior [of Africa]. 

At the head of these intrepid apostles is Mgr 
Livinhac, bishop of Pacando, who is returning to his 
Apostolic Vicariate of Nyanza after having received 
episcopal ordination at the hands of his Eminence. 
Mgr Charbonnier, recently appointed, following the 
proposition of the Archbishop of Algiers, Pro-Vicar of 
the Apostolic Vicariate of Tanganyka, Reverend Fa-
ther Chupin, superior of the mission of South Upper 
Congo and Reverend Father Dupont, superior of the 
mission of North Upper Congo. 

Monsignor Livinhac will preside the pontifical 
vespers in the cathedral after which the Itinerarium 
will be chanted. During these prayers the departing 
missionaries will come one by one to receive the 
blessing of the Cardinal who, followed by the clergy 
and the faithful will kiss their feet. Father Bayol, of 
the Order of Preachers, the preacher of the cathe-
dral, will deliver the usual allocution. 

Let us say on this occasion that the missions in 
Africa entrusted to the Missionaries of Algiers have 
not ceased to progress in a manner which gives 
great consolation. The number of stations occupied 
by the Fathers on the shores of Lake Tanganyka 
were already four and, at the request of His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians, they have taken charge of 
Karema and Mpala which, up to now, had been occu-
pied by explorers belonging to this nation. 

The Vicariate of Nyanza, over and above the 
“procure” of Zanzibar, includes the station of Tabo-
ra, that of Bukuni in the land of Misamba, [and that] 
of Our Lady of Kamogo on the shores of the Lake. 
The six new missionaries who, at this time, are leav-
ing for the Equator will settle in Uganda where the 
new king, Mwanaga, has always shown great kind-

ness to Mgr Livinhac who even instructed him on the 
truths of Christianity. 

It is well known that the mission in the Congo 
has cruelly suffered from the death or departure on 
account of serious illness of the first priests sent 
from Algiers. But, since then, Reverend Father Guillet 
has been given the mission of establishing a post in 
the Manyema, on the banks of this river, and the de-
parting missionaries will found new stations, either 
in this new Belgian territory, on in the part reserved 
to France. 

Parallel to the constant development of its 
missions in the African interior, the Society of Mis-
sionaries of Algiers continues to increase its estab-
lishments in the North. It has now a station in Ghar-
daia, in the Mzab [region], and it is broadening its 
[circle of] relations in Tunisia. Finally, in Belgium, a 
new novitiate has been set up in Woluwé-Saint-
Lambert, near Brussels. 

Such vitality, and the work accomplished al-
ready by these missionaries, as well as the numerous 
martyrs, arouse the admiration of all who are aware 
of the difficulties which this work entails. Conse-
quently, despite the anti-religious spirit of a part of 
the Algerian population, the Fathers are respected 
by all. There is no doubt that during Sunday’s cere-
mony, as on the occasion of previous departures, 
they will receive great marks of sympathy. 
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