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1882: Circular letter concerning the adoption
of a new calendar and proper for the offices of the
saints of Africa for the ecclesiastical province of Al-
giers and the Apostolic Vicariate of Carthage and Tu-
nisia.

Letter to the Superior of the Jesuits of Algeria
(30oth March 1880).

Most Reverend Father,

| have learnt just now from the newspapers in
Algiers that the decrees published this morning in
the Journal Officiel announce the dissolution of your
establishments in France within the next three
months. Since no mention is made of Algeria in these
decrees, | should like to hope that, in keeping with
current jurisdiction, your schools in Algiers and Oran
will not come under threat. Should the case prove
otherwise, however, | should like you to know
straightaway that we assure of our support those
among you who may need it if they find themselves
in an awkward situation due to any measures that
may be taken against them.

The diocese of Algiers or even our own mis-
sions would offer them posts immediately in which
they could use their talents. | need not add that, be-
fore getting to that point, | shall personally approach
the civil authorities and make all the representations
necessary so as to prevent the measures taken
against your confreres in France from being applied
here. | think it only wise, so as to strengthen my
hand in this matter, that as long as you have not
been implicated directly you refrain from drawing
attention to your particular situation.

| did not want to delay for one moment, dear
Reverend Father, in writing these few lines to you
and telling you that we are wholeheartedly with you
in the midst of your troubles.

Message sent to the vicar general of Algiers
about the arrest of a young Arab Christian doctor
(30th March 1884)

TELEGRAM. The Cardinal Archbishop to Father
Gey, Vicar General, Archdiocese of Algiers —

| have learnt that a young doctor called Félix
Kaddour, who was adopted by me during the famine
and who studied in France where he spent nine years
before qualifying as a doctor from the State Faculty
in Lille, recently returned to Algeria. When he went

to Djemaa-Saharidj where he was living with our Fa-
thers, he was arrested on the orders of Mr Sabatier,
the administrator in Fort-National, for not having a
stay permit or a travel permit and so has been held in
prison for two weeks. Since Félix Kaddour has been
an orphan for many years, he has a board of guardi-
ans who are exclusively French; he has a French
guardian and an emissary appointed by this council.
In these circumstances, to apply the native law code
to a doctor who has qualified in a Faculty of Medi-
cine in France is such a brutal, abominable act that |
would not believe it possible, had | not known what
some administrators are capable of. Please take over
immediately the handling of this most serious matter
and ask for the immediate release of this young doc-
tor. Answer me by telegram, because | am deter-
mined to take this matter to Paris, if justice is not
done in Algiers.
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