
1867: Lavigerie writes a Pastoral Letter to the 
Church of the Diocese of Algiers. 

1868: The Algerian newspaper Akhbar reacts 
against Lavigerie's remarks about the freedom of 
the Christian apostolate in Algeria. 

1887: Lavigerie preached in the churches in 
Lyon. 

1892: Lavigerie negotiates with the French au-
thorities to send the Armed Brothers to Touat. 
France will renounce the expedition in October. 

 

Pastoral Letter to the Archdiocese of Algiers 
(5th May 1867) 

 

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,  

I come among you at a noteworthy time for 
Christian Africa. It is a time when the Catholic Hie-
rarchy is coming back to life in all its fullness on this 
soil soaked by the blood of martyrs.  The Church and 
France have united to restore these glories of the 
past and they send me to you as the messenger of 
truth, charity, and peace. I would be lying, my dear 
people, if I did not tell you that such a laborious res-
ponsibility firstly overwhelmed my weakness and 
that the prospect of a cruel separation seriously 
troubled my mind. However, today, the sacrifice has 
been accomplished, the ties have been broken and I 
belong only to you. I only hope for one joy alone and 
that is to bring you the heavenly gifts and see you 
accept them.  Admittedly, such a mission is made to 
intimidate, but also to tempt a bishop’s heart. Whe-
ther I look to the past, question the future, or study 
the conditions of the situation at hand, I don’t see 
any activities being carried out in the Christian world 
today that could be preferred to it.  Indeed, what is 
the history of North Africa? Enquire of the ruins that 
cover its soil. You will find there the traces of the 
layers of three great historical races, the debris of 
the most advanced and diverse civilisations, the ves-
tiges of the most illustrious human beings and the 
sparse remains of famous cities. What distinguished 
names such as Carthage, Hippo, Utica, and Cirta as 
well as those of Scipio, Hannibal, Marius, Cato, Ju-
gurtha, and Caesar!  However, for us Christians, how 
many even more sacred memories of the heroes of 
our faith, of their courage, their holiness and their 
genius there are!  How great was this African Church, 
with seven hundred bishops, its innumerable places 
of worship, its monasteries, and its Doctors! Its soil 
exuded the blood of martyrs; its Councils, where the 
wisdom and the firmness of its bishops were an 

example to the Christian world became the rule for 
holy discipline. The whole Church took pride in its 
dogmas from the lips of Saint Cyprian and Saint Au-
gustine. Faced with their executioners, its conse-
crated Virgins surpassed in courage the most 
fearless of men. Mountain caves and desert oases 
were anointed with the virtues of the hermits; in eve-
ry place it offered to the world an object of admira-
tion and holy envy. Nevertheless, these centuries of 
glory were to be followed by centuries of mourning. 
Christian Africa was to become as famous in its 
misfortunes as it had been through its genius and 
the courage of its offspring. 

My dearest brothers and sisters, such is in 
effect the mission to which, insofar as my weakness 
allows me, I am called to work towards with you.  It 
is to spread around us with the burning initiative of 
our race and our faith the true enlightenment of a 
civilisation of which the Gospel is the source and the 
guiding principle. It is to bring this enlightenment 
beyond the desert with the caravans that cross it 
and that will one day guide you to the centre of this 
continent still immersed in ignorance. This will be to 
link North Africa and central Africa to Christian 
peoples. Such is, I maintain, your providential destiny 
in the plan of God and in the hope of the homeland 
and of the Church. I pray God to bless you, all you 
Christians living in this diocese, from so many diverse 
nations. You have become our family members since 
you arrived on the soil of a second France, children 
of Malta, Italy, Catholic Spain or the Balearic Islands, 
Germany or Switzerland. I also bless you, the early 
inhabitants of Algeria, where so many prejudices still 
separate us and perhaps that you condemn our vic-
tories. I would ask you only one privilege – that of 
loving you as my children, even if you do not ack-
nowledge me as your father. There are at the very 
least two things that we will never cease to do and 
that cannot distress you or turn us from you. The 
first is to love you and to prove it to you if we can by 
doing good to you. The second is to pray for you to 
God the Lord and Father of all creatures so that he 
will give you the fullness of light, mercy and peace.  
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