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1890: Closing ceremony of the Provincial
Council and Blessing of the first stone of the pro-
cathedral of Tunis.

Report on the visit to the community of Saint
Louis de Carthage (8th July 1877)

Beginning next August, a repository for
articles of piety will be opened at Saint-Louis, similar
to the one at Notre-Dame d’Afrique. This repository
will be specially entrusted to the Father in charge of
welcoming visitors and to the Brother who will
substitute for him. Nevertheless, the Father alone
will hold the key. He will furnish the work as follows:
a glass cabinet that he will commission immediately
and in which articles for sale will be displayed. These
articles will be medals of Saint Louis in silver and
copper to be made by the gross in France, rosaries
that will also be bought by the gross. For these
orders, reference should be made in the first place to
Brother Pinot, who will take the required
information from Mademoiselle Anna, for both the
quantity of articles to order and the price.

These orders will be placed with Mademoiselle
Anna’s official suppliers. Pictures, mainly of Saint
Louis, will be added to the medals and rosaries.
Pictures of Saint Louis dying, which would be quite
fitting for a pilgrimage, can be obtained at Bonasse,
rue Saint Sulpice, Paris; they should also be ordered
by the gross. Stamped photos of the house could be
added to these holy pictures. The stamp should read:
Saint Louis de Carthage - Missionaries of Africa.
There should be a cross in the centre. For this stamp,
Mr Poulet should be consulted. Finally, there could
also be small candles for the pilgrims. However, the
stand for burning them would have to be requested
from Father Pinot. All articles of piety made in France
should be sold at least five times their cost, including
postage and packing. Candles may be sold at three
times the cost.

For the first six months, Father Delattre would
please keep the Archbishop informed by writing to
His Grace on the first of the month the sales
accounts of the preceding month, detailing precisely
the profits and without taking account of the costs
of the initial installation, which will be allocated
directly by the Work of the Mission. Through this
sale and the antiques, we need to aim at self-
sufficiency for the upkeep of the house. At Notre-
Dame d’Afrique, the sale of articles of piety yielded
500 francs of net profit per month, say, 6,000 francs
per year.

| strongly urge Father Delattre, who is in
charge of the chapel, to avoid above all the dreadful
taste that makes it resemble a baby chapel by the
ridiculous piling up of old pots, old bouquets, old
brass chandeliers, old candles, green-painted sockets
that look like gas chandeliers found on the town’s
streets than altar chandeliers that have a traditional
form in the Church.

The commemorative thanksgiving plaques
should be hung on the walls with the least visible
nails possible. It would be very desirable to have
altar server’s clothes for all the little Africans. It
could be requested at the Apostolic Works. These
children soon need to be taught to sing and to be
shown how to perform the ceremonies.

The main point that must be borne in mind in
the education of these children is that they are
destined to return one day to their countries of
origin, to become real missionaries. In fact, it is
impossible to hope that Europeans will ever be able
to penetrate in adequate numbers into the interior
of Africa and above all to settle there so as to alter
the customs of these barbarian peoples. Only those
who are born there can expect to live there.
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