
1868: The Emperor receives Lavigerie in 
Biarritz. He gave him a letter authorising him to keep 
his works among the Arab populations 
(orphanages). 

 

Report on the visit to the community of Saint 
Louis de Carthage (8th July 1877) 

 

However, for this, we must carefully avoid 
raising these children in the European way, in dress, 
food, or sleeping. For all these matters, we need to 
imitate the African customs as far as possible.  These 
children must not be made to wear shirts and shoes. 
They should also be given, almost exclusively, the 
type of food typical of their origins, such as 
sorghum, maize, peanuts, cheap fish, and meat cuts, 
but never soup. 

They should be completely deprived of bread, 
which does not exist in their countries. If land could 
be available to raise cattle, enough for two cows, 
they could also be given milk.   I think it is excessive 
to keep these children inside, as one does. Their 
health will suffer. It is important to take them 
bathing. To avoid attracting attention, they could be 
taken two by two; equally for walking, when a 
Father needs to visit the neighbourhood, he could 
take two of these children with him. 

For instruction, care must be taken not to 
make the mistake of teaching them too many things 
at once. Latin is to be absolutely excluded from their 
classes for good.   They will only be taught French as 
the means for their further studies; for this, the best 
methods will be tried out. The method whereby a 
certain number of words are taught each day 
demonstrated by concrete examples is the simplest 
and best. Nevertheless, nothing is better than 
playtime where all other languages are forbidden 
under pain of punishment, as well as in the classes. 
The master must completely forbid them from 
speaking Arabic, however much it may cost at the 
outset. 

As soon as they understand a little French, 
they will be taught to read. However, when they 
know how to spell, care has to be taken to prevent 
them from reading any word whose meaning they 
do not yet understand. For this, they will be given a 
verbal explanation, showing them objects and 
teaching them to name them.  When they know 
enough French, they will be taught the catechism, as 
well as the geography of Africa, but not of other 
countries. They can also be taught the four rules of 

arithmetic. 

As for education itself, there are several main 
points to take into account. The first of these is good 
morals: one has to be inflexible on this matter; 
without this, these children will not make progress. 
The second concerns the development of their 
religious ideas: the authoritarian way has to 
predominate, without letting them suppose that 
there is any other religion in the world than the true 
one.  Efforts have to be made to have them enjoy 
Church ceremonies. For this, it would be good to 
have six altar servers vested every Sunday as the 
children in any of our churches. This will only be 
conferred as a reward. 

However, in raising their minds and hearts to 
higher levels, they have to be defended from scorn 
for their race or their homeland. Quite the contrary, 
by all means possible, they have to be inspired by a 
great love of the African race, a great zeal for its 
improvement and for the destruction of slavery of 
which they themselves have been the sad victims. To 
achieve this, they need to hear it often. In the minds 
of those who are beginning this work, these African 
children must not be missionaries as such one day, to 
the extent of receiving priestly ordination. This 
would be an extremely rare exception. They will 
almost all become doctors.  This profession will help 
them later in their home countries to have influence 
and even the possibility of earning a living. Every 
means has to be taken to turn their ideas in this 
direction. 
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