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Letter to Father Charbonnier, Superior
general (22nd May 1882)

My dear Father,

You must have been somewhat surprised at
my change of plan for the departure of Father
Deguerry. This change came about for a number of
reasons. Firstly, the letters | received from Father
Toulotte after my visit to Carthage led me to have
some doubts about the title, we wanted to give him
and about his future residence. If he is left in Tabora
or at Mdabourou, he will be the real procurator of
the two missions of Nyanza and Tanganyka. In that
case, | think it would be better that he be the one to
organise the Zanzibar procure as he wishes and that
Father Deguerry does not make such a long journey.

Then the letters | received from Mr Greffulhe
and from Mr Roux and Mr Freycinet show me clearly
that all the pending difficulties have been settled
and, Mr Greffulhe goes on to say, all the reasons for
Father Deguerry leaving no longer exist.
Furthermore, the Spiritan Fathers are more than
ready to help us for the next six months and their
superiors in Paris have assured me of this.

These, then, are the reasons for which | have
decided not to make Father Deguerry, who is so
useful to us, travel so far needlessly.

As for your Council decisions, | approve them
all as well as your note on the compulsory purchase
of the Sables. | am worn out here and am being
pestered by all sorts of people, but am being well
treated by the government which seems to be in our
favour considering President Grévy’s speech. Let us
thank God and Our Lady of Africa for his kindness.

Letter to the Pope in defence of an
Association of Consecrated Women (23 May 1889)

Most Holy Father,

| have within my diocese a Community of the
Virgins of Jesus and Mary, and for thirty years | have
been | have been following attentively this
community and all its endeavours. | have always
looked upon it as an absolutely providential
institution, especially in countries and at times when
there is no freedom of religion. If the hospitals and
schools in France had all been under the direction of
a similar community which outwardly is
indistinguishable from ordinary pious women, we

would not have lost a single one of our institutions,
whereas we have already seen thousands of them
disappear. Some narrow-minded persons argue
about formal matters and are astonished that the
Holy See can admit to the benefit of simple vows of
religion those who live in the clothing of the world
and in the world itself. They claim that this is
contrary to ancient custom, but the humble
successor of St Cyprian takes the liberty of calling to
the attention of Your Holiness that, on the contrary,
the Holy See is reverting to ancient customs of the
Church, renewing the tradition of Christian widows
and virgins for whom the Bishop-Martyr of Carthage,
following in the steps of Saint Paul, has written such
beautiful and helpful pages. We are falling back into
pagan times, most Holy Father, and we can certainly
do nothing better than follow the example of the
Apostles and Martyrs if we wish once more to save
the world from damnation. | make bold therefore,
most Holy Father, to beg you earnestly to not let
yourself be stopped by such poor objections, and to
give your definitive approbation to these pious
Virgins of Jesus and Mary to whom Pius IX had
already granted temporary approbation.
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