
1873: Decree of the Provincial Council on the 
ecclesiastical recognition and approval of the Society 
of the Missionaries of Africa. The Missionaries of 
Africa appears in the directory of the diocese of 
Algiers as "Missionaries of the Apostolic Delegation 
of the Sahara and Sudan." 

1874: The Governor General approves the 
agreements between Lavigerie and General Wolf for 
the creation of an indigenous hospital in the Attafs 
plain (Algeria). 

 

Comments Report for the Station of Saint-
Louis de Carthage (29 May 1879) 

 

The Temporal – The most serious deficiency 
that I find in the temporal point of view is the 
combining of the functions of the Bursar with those 
of Superior. This is contrary to the universally 
established usage in the Society of Missionaries, and 
the Father Superior must immediately choose a 
Bursar who will take office from 1st June. The Father 
Bursar himself has to keep his cashbox and ledgers, 
not only in bulk and for the generality, but also in the 
minutest details. Each Father must also keep his 
individual accounts as formally prescribed by the 
Rule and submit them to the Visitor on the occasion 
of the annual visit. I was greatly astonished and 
saddened that all of them had neglected this 
obligation. I now prescribe absolute observance of it 
in the name of Holy Obedience, because it is 
impossible not to fall into a constant financial 
disorder if one thus expends at random all that one 
has. 

Order, care and cleanliness are no less 
necessary throughout the house, than in the 
individual manner of each one. It is the Father Bursar 
who is especially charged with procuring and 
maintaining them, with the help of the Brothers. I do 
not think it is possible to see anything more pitifully 
disgusting than the kitchen and refectory of Saint 
Louis. On this occasion, and because of the effect, 
which I know to have been produced on several 
visitors, I forbid that any outsider at all should ever 
eat in the refectory. We will have them eat in the 
parlour or even better, in my rooms. 

I was greatly astonished that for the last six 
months the sale of articles of piety and Guides, as 
well as the content of collection boxes, have scarcely 
given any resources to the house, whereas in 
preceding year these various products had, 
according to the accounts, reached a total of nearly 

1400 piastres. There is an inexplicable negligence 
here; I recommend the Father Bursar to look to 
repairing it. A community must not make 
unnecessary expenses, nor neglect to obtain 
required resources, but it must not suffer from 
discomfort either. If conditions are too tight at St. 
Louis, I think a supplement should be requested 
from the Mother House, especially for guests. I think 
that one could ask without exaggeration for three 
francs a day and per head for the guests and 1.50 
francs for the workers. 

Expenditure on medicines for the sick should 
be compensated abundantly by the sale of articles of 
piety. I am afraid that we may have fallen into 
excess, which is understandable, but which must 
nevertheless be corrected, by extending the service 
of the sick too much, especially by visits to the 
outside. I want these visits to be limited to two 
outings per week only, and that these outings take 
place on the days of the children’s walk, and always 
accompanied by a Father or a Brother, as I said 
above. 

The Children - What would seem to me most 
necessary in the present situation would be that at 
least one Father and one Brother were exclusively or 
mainly responsible for the children. Without this, I 
fear that the latter, passing incessantly from hand to 
hand, will not make the necessary progress either in 
science or in piety. From the point of view of piety, I 
do not think that one should give them Baptism 
before they have reached an age when they can 
understand a moral commitment and conscience, as 
seriously as that which a Christian understands at 
Baptism.  
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