
Letter to the Secretary of the Congregation of 
Propaganda Fide (12 October 1886) 

 

Your Lordship,  

In a recent letter concerning equatorial mis-
sions, I informed Cardinal Simeoni that the General 
Chapter of the Society of Missionaries of Africa had 
just met and that Reverend Father Deguerry, Superi-
or of the House of St Anne in Jerusalem, had been 
appointed Superior General in place of the Father 
who had finished his mandate. Moreover, the Chap-
ter of the Society of Missionaries has appointed to 
replace Father Deguerry at St Anne’s in Jerusalem, 
Father Roger, who had already been superior of this 
house for several years at its beginnings. 

The natural course of studies having brought 
the students of Saint Anne to (the level of) philoso-
phy, it seemed necessary to begin, alongside the jun-
ior seminary, a major seminary strictly speaking, in 
which, after philosophy, three years would be dedi-
cated to theology. In this house, to the study of phi-
losophy and theology, the study of Arabic language 
and Latin would be added. The Greek Melkite rite is 
followed exclusively there, as in the house of ele-
mentary studies. 

Father Michel, former director of the scholasti-
cate for philosophy in Algiers, has been appointed 
director of this new section. Father Léon Cré, direc-
tor of the major seminary in Carthage, has been ap-
pointed director of the elementary section of Sainte-
Anne’s in Jerusalem. In this way the direction of this 
establishment is composed as follows: Reverend Fa-
ther Roger, superior; Michel, director of the theolo-
gy and philosophy section; Cré, director of the ele-
mentary section. There are in addition seven fathers 
and four brothers. 

This, your Lordship, is the information that I 
thought would be of interest to the Sacred Congre-
gation of Propaganda Fide and which I have the hon-
our to bring to your knowledge today. 

Address for the blessing of the chapel of the 
postulancy of the Sisters of Lyon (June 21, 1887) 

 

Ladies, a few days ago I spoke to you, in the 
church of St. Francis de Sales, of a new work under-
taken in our Africa, and I told you why we want to 
add religious to our Missionaries of the interior. 

Our bishops therefore earnestly ask us to send 
them Sisters to complete their ministry. Of our own 
accord we would never have dreamed of such an 
undertaking; we already had these Sisters all along 
the coast, even in the midst of the Muslim popula-
tions; they have hospitals, dispensaries, schools; but 
the idea of sending women into the interior, through 
all the dangers, perhaps to a frightful death, at any 
rate to a premature death, to suffering, to privations 
of all kinds, would not have occurred to us. And yet 
women have already penetrated into this interior of 
Africa, for among the Protestants who had first ven-
tured into these regions, several had been followed 
by their wives.  
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